City of San Marcos
Regular Meeting
Historic Preservation Commission
September 1, 2022, 5:45 PM
City Hall, Council Chambers
630 East Hopkins Street
Due to COVID-19, this will be a hybrid (in-person/virtual) meeting. For more
information on how to observe the virtual meeting, please visit:
https://sanmarcostx.gov/2861/Historic-Preservation-Commission-VideosA
The Historic Preservation Commission may adjourn into executive session to consider any item on the agenda if a matter
is raised that is appropriate for Executive Session discussion. An announcement will be made on the basis for the Executive
Session discussion. The Historic Preservation Commission may also publicly discuss any item listed on this agenda for
Executive Session.

I.

Call To Order

II.

Roll Call

III. 30 Minute Citizen Comment Period: Persons wishing to participate (speak) during the
citizen
comment
period
must
submit
their
written
comments
to
hpcommission@sanmarcostx.gov no later than 12:00 P.M. (noon) on the day of the meeting.
A call-in number to join by phone or link will be provided for participation on a mobile device,
laptop or desktop computer. Timely submitted comments will be read aloud during the citizen
comment portion of the meeting. Comments shall have a time limit of three minutes each.
Any threatening, defamatory, or other similar comments prohibited by Chapter 2 of the San
Marcos City Code will not be read. Please indicate if you would like to speak in person.
MINUTES
1. Consider approval, by motion, of the August 4, 2022 regular meeting minutes.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Written comments or requests to join in a public hearing must be sent to
hpcommission@sanmarcostx.gov the day prior to the meeting and no later than 12:00 p.m.
(noon) on the day of the hearing. A call-in number to join by phone or link will be provided
for participation on a mobile device, laptop, or desktop computer. Comments shall have a
time limit of three minutes each. Any threatening, defamatory, or other similar comments
prohibited by Chapter 2 of the San Marcos City Code will not be read. Any additional
information regarding this virtual meeting may be found at the following link:

https://sanmarcostx.gov/2861/Historic-Preservation-Commission-VideosA. Please indicate if
you would like to speak in person.
2. HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street) Hold a public hearing and consider a request for
a Certificate of Appropriateness by Rob Baxter to allow the replacement of thirty (30) feet
of a six-foot wooden fence located along the southeast side property line with a three-foot
wooden picket fence.
UPDATES
3. Updates on the following:
a. HPC Committee Reports Concerning Recent Activities
b. Grant Opportunities and Updates
c. Dunbar School Home Economics Building Restoration Progress
d. Upcoming Events and Training Opportunities
DISCUSSION ITEMS
4. Discussion regarding a potential Recommendation Resolution regarding amending the
name of the Charles S. Cock House, a local historic landmark, and provide feedback to
staff.
IV. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Board Members may provide requests for discussion items for a future agenda in accordance with
the board’s approved bylaws. (No further discussion will be held related to topics proposed until
they are posted on a future agenda in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act.)
V. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH PRESS AND PUBLIC
This is an opportunity for the Press and Public to ask questions related to items on this agenda. Persons
wishing to participate remotely in the Q&A session must email hpcommission@sanmarcostx.gov
beginning the day prior to the meeting and before 12:00 PM the day of the meeting. A call-in number
to join by phone or link will be provided for participation on a mobile device, laptop or desktop computer.
If attending in person, no sign up is required.
VI. ADJOURNMENT
Notice of Assistance at the Public Meetings
The City of San Marcos is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act. Reasonable
modifications and equal access to communications will be provided upon request. If requiring Sign
Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 2 days (48 hours) before the
meeting date. Individuals who require auxiliary aids and services for this meeting should contact the
City of San Marcos ADA Coordinator at 512-393-8000 (voice) or call Texas Relay Service (TRS) by
dialing 7-1-1. Requests can also be faxed to 855-461-6674 or sent by e-mail to

ADArequest@sanmarcostx.gov. For more information on the Historic Preservation Commission,
please
contact
Alison
Brake,
Historic Preservation Officer
at 512.393.8232 or
abrake@sanmarcostx.gov.

630 East Hopkins
San Marcos, TX 78666

CITY OF SAN MARCOS
Meeting Minutes
Historic Preservation Commission
Thursday, August 4, 2022

5:45 PM

Hybrid Meeting

Due to COVID-19, this was a hybrid in-person/virtual meeting. For more information
on how to observe the virtual meeting, please visit:
https://sanmarcostx.gov/2861/Historic-Preservation-Commission-VideosA
I.

Call To Order
With a quorum present the regular meeting of the San Marcos Historic Preservation
Commission was called to order at 5:47 p.m. on Thursday, July 7, 2022.

II.

Roll Call
Present 5 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo, and Commissioner Dake
Absent 1 – Commissioner Rogers

III.

30 Minute Citizen Comment Period:
Lila Knight, Kyle, Texas, stated that she was speaking tonight as herself and that she was
in support of amending the name of the Charles S. Cock House to the Cock-Burleson
House. She stated that she attended the July meeting of the ad hoc committee of the
Heritage Association of San Marcos. She stated that when the Burleson’s owned the Cock
House, San Marcos was still a segregated town, and that justice grows out of recognition.
She stated that she had resigned her membership from the Heritage Association of San
Marcos.
Debbie Austin, 436 Stagecoach Trail, stated that she is the current President of the Heritage
Association of San Marcos, and that, at this time, the Association is opposed to the renaming
of the Charles S. Cock House Museum. She voiced her concern that there had been a lack
of transparency with the item and requested more transparency moving forward.
Sherry Baebler, 1796 Staples Road, stated she was the Chair of the Heritage Association
of San Marcos Guild, and stated the Guild has served as stewards of the Charles S. Cock
House Museum, maintaining it and promoting its history. She stated that the Heritage
Association of San Marcos was never consulted nor communicated with regarding the name
change. Ms. Baebler stated that there should be a straightforward process for addressing
the renaming of a historic building and that the Guild welcomes any documents, photos, or
memorabilia the Burleson family would like to have included as part of the history displayed
inside the building.
Rose Burleson Sewell, no address given, stated that she was born in San Marcos, in the
Charles S. Cock House; Doc Burleson was her grandfather. She relayed a story of bringing
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her own children to the building and not seeing any of her family’s history displayed, even
though they owned the home for a number of years before selling it to the City of San
Marcos’s Urban Renewal Agency. She explained that, at a minimum, the family wanted to
be acknowledged for the stewardship and caretaking their grandparents put into the
building.
Kate Johnson, 111 East San Antonio Street, Suite 103, stated that she was the Chair of the
Hays County Historical Commission and was in favor of providing a more inclusive history
of the building. She stated that the Hays County Historical Commission had approved a
proclamation in February 2022 as part of Black History Month, which recognized the
Burleson family’s ownership of the building.
Bronwyn Sergi, 904 Burleson Street, stated that she was opposed to the renaming of the
building. She stated that she believed that the history of the building’s ownership should be
displayed. She reiterated that full criteria for renaming landmarks needs to be established.
Billy Ray Callihan, 740 Centre Street, stated that he was kin to Mr. Frank Burleson. He
stated that to designate a landmark, one must bring to one’s attention the contribution
brought to building. He stated that it must be an informed decision when looking at naming
something. He stated that both parties made contributions to San Marcos.
Linda Coker, no address given, sent in written comments regarding Item 9 which were read
into record. She stated that some members of the Heritage Association of San Marcos are
supportive of the potential to amend the name of the local landmark, and some were not.
She stated that she was sad that controversy surrounded an issue that has significant and
long-term impact.
Renee Graham, no address given, sent in written comments regarding Item 9 which were
read into record. She stated that she was opposed to the renaming of the Charles S. Cock
House Museum. She stated that the Heritage Association of San Marcos feels no action on
renaming the building should be taken at this time due to the lack of due diligence in the
process and requested an open partnership and total transparency in this initiative.
Wayne Kraemer, 733 Belvin Street, sent in written comments regarding Item 9 which were
read into record. He stated that the Commission first needs to hammer out clear, distinct,
reflective, and thoughtful criteria for renaming before any proclamation, discussion, or other
action.

MINUTES
1. Consider approval, by motion, of the June 2, 2022 and the July 7, 2022 regular meeting
minutes.
A motion was made by Commissioner Ong’olo, seconded by Commissioner Baker,
to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2022 meeting. The motion carried by the
following vote:
4 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo
Against: 0
Abstain: 1 – Commissioner Dake
For:
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A motion was made by Commissioner Ong’olo, seconded by Commissioner Baker,
to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2022 meeting. The motion carried by the
following vote:
4 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo
Against: 0
Abstain: 1 – Commissioner Dake
For:

ACTION ITEMS
2. Consider a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council
regarding text amendments to Section 2.5.4.5 and Chapter 8, Article 1 of the San
Marcos Development Code and Article 6, Appendix C, of the San Marcos Design
Manual.
Alison Brake, Historic Preservation Officer, gave a brief presentation outlining the request
regarding the proposed expanded designation criteria. There were no further comments
from the Commission.
A motion was made by Commissioner Perkins, seconded by Commissioner Dake, to
recommend approval of text amendments to Section 2.5.4.5 and Chapter 8, Article 1
of the San Marcos Development Code and Article 6, Appendix C, of the San Marcos
Design Manual to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. The motion
carried by the following vote:
5 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo, and Commissioner Dake
Against: 0
For:

3. Consider disbanding the My Historic SMTX Committee and the Local Landmarks
Committee and consider appointments to future Commission committees.
Chair Perkins gave a brief presentation outlining the item. There were no further comments
from the Commission.
A motion was made by Commissioner Perkins, seconded by Commissioner Baker, to
disband the Local Landmarks Committee. The motion carried by the following vote:
5 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo, and Commissioner Dake
Against: 0
For:

A motion was made by Commissioner Perkins, seconded by Commissioner Baker, to
keep the My Historic SMTX Committee and appoint Commissioner Ong’olo and
Commissioner Baker to the committee. The motion carried by the following vote:
5 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo, and Commissioner Dake
Against: 0
For:
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A motion was made by Commissioner Little, seconded by Commissioner Dake, to
create a Streetscape Committee to discuss trees, streetscapes, and other site
elements and to appoint Commissioner Little, Commissioner Dake, and
Commissioner Baker to the committee. The motion carried by the following vote:
5 – Commissioner Perkins, Commissioner Baker, Commissioner Little,
Commissioner Ong’olo, and Commissioner Dake
Against: 0
For:

UPDATES
4. Updates on the following:
a. Grant Opportunities and Updates
b. Dunbar School Home Economics Building Restoration Progress
c. Upcoming Events and Training Opportunities
a. No new updates were given. Grants were discussed under Item 8 later in the
meeting.
b. Staff updated the Commission on the recent meeting with the architectural firm RVK
and their subcontractor, Post Oak Preservation Solutions on July 6, 2022.
Commissioner Perkins requested there be public outreach associated with the
project. Staff assured the Commission public outreach will be included in the
contract.
c. Staff stated that the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s annual conference,
PastForward, would be held virtually this year, November 1-4 and that the Real
Places conference, the annual conference hosted by The Friends of the Texas
Historical Commission, was planned for February 1-3, 2023 and would also be held
virtually and in-person in Austin. Commissioner Perkins requested these
opportunities be forwarded to P&Z and ZBOA Commissioners, as well as City
Council.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
5. Discussion regarding the recent National Alliance of Preservation Commissions
FORUM 2022 Conference.
Staff and Commissioner Ong’olo presented some highlights from the recent national
conference of the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions. These highlights included:
incorporating public art in historic districts and preservation of sacred spaces. Discussion on
oral history was held and Commissioner Perkins stated that the Hays County Historical
Commission had a good oral history archive.
6. Discussion regarding Texas Local Government Code Section 211.0165, Designation
of Historic Landmark or District, and provide feedback to staff.
Mr. Aguirre updated the Commission and clarified the requirements of Section 211.0165 of
the Texas Local Government Code. He stated that the Development Code would have to be
amended for compliance with the State requirements and an amendment would be brought
forward for the Commission to weigh in on soon. Commissioner Perkins stated that he would
like the amendment in front of City Council as soon as possible. Mr. Aguirre stated that he
understood and would be working with staff to get it on a future agenda.
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7. Discussion regarding the amended Certificate of Appropriateness application and
provide feedback to staff.
Staff presented the amended Certificate of Appropriateness application to the Commission
and stated that any changes could be handled administratively. Commissioner Ong’olo
recommended to add examples of what dimensions are required on the application, such
as setbacks, property lines, distances, measurements, etc. Staff explained that those items
could be incorporated into the application.
8. Discussion regarding local preservation opportunities for upcoming grant cycles,
including but not limited to, the National Trust Preservation Funds and the Certified
Local Government Program of the Texas Historical Commission, and provide
feedback to staff.
Staff presented the different type of grants available to public entities. The Commission gave
feedback to pursue the upcoming grant cycle for the National Trust Preservation Funds to
help fund a preservation plan. The application should be available 6-8 weeks prior to October
1.
The Commission also discussed how the CLG Grant could be utilized: outreach & education;
continue to focus on underrepresented communities in the city such as the Hispanic
community; conducting a new intensive survey of the local Downtown Historic District, to
possibly expand it and/or the National Register Historic District. The Commission decided to
move the CLG Grant discussion to the My Historic SMTX committee.
9. Discussion regarding a potential Recommendation Resolution regarding amending
the name of the Charles S. Cock House, a local historic landmark, and provide
feedback to staff.
Commissioner Perkins read the CLG’s mission statement and stated the Commission’s role
was to continue to update the historic resources survey. He stated that he saw this as an
opportunity to recognize the whole history and share knowledge. He stated he was for
amending the name of the local landmark.
Commissioner Baker stated that it was a shame that the Commission was here competing
with another local preservation group. She stated that she understands that the Heritage
Association of San Marcos feels blindsided and would like to see everyone on the same
page.
Commissioner Dake stated that she was not in favor of amending the name as she has not
had time to digest all the comments. She expressed her concern with the timing of the item
and that, while there is a process for naming city-owned buildings and parks, there is not a
codified process for renaming local historic landmarks.
Commissioner Little stated that she was not in favor of amending the name. She stated that
the history of the Burleson family should be included in prominent displays within the house
museum and on the property.
Commissioner Ong’olo stated that she was in favor of amending the name. She expressed
her concern that there is not a process for renaming local historic landmarks but that the
Burleson family has essentially been erased, which, in her opinion, is wrong.
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The Commission moved to postpone the discussion to the September meeting 3-2;
Commissioners Perkins and Ong’olo dissented.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
None were added.
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH PRESS AND PUBLIC
Debbie Austin asked Commissioner Perkins to remove his recent Facebook post. Mr. Aguirre
interjected stating the question had to be about one of the items on the agenda.
Sherry Baebler asked for the research material that had been provided to the Commission from Ms.
Knight. Commissioner Perkins stated he would get that to her.
Lila Knight asked if renaming the building was controversial, what does it mean if the Commission
does nothing? She stated that she did not expect an answer
Billy Ray Callihan asked for the Chair’s response to his statement: “He who forgets the mistakes of
the past is condemned to repeat it”. Commissioner Perkins stated that if both names are not
recognized, then we continue to repeat the past.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS CHAIR PERKINS DECLARED THE MEETING
ADJOURNED AT 8:49 P.M.

______________________________
Ryan Patrick Perkins, Chair

ATTEST:

_________________________

__

Alison Brake, Historic Preservation Officer
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This product is for informational purposes and may not have
been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or
surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground
survey and represents only the approximate relative location of
property boundaries.
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been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering, or
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survey and represents only the approximate relative location of
property boundaries. Imagery from 2017.
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Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Summary
Request:
Applicant:

Replacement of thirty (30) feet of a six-foot wooden fence located along the
southeast side property line with a three-foot wooden picket fence
Rob Baxter
Property Owner:
Same
P.O. Box 225
Driftwood, TX 78619

Notification
Personal Mailing:
Response:

August 19, 2022
Posted Notice:
None as of the date of this report

August 19, 2022

Property Description
Address:
Location:
Historic District:
Date Constructed:
National Register of
Historic Places:
Building Description:

608 West Hopkins Street (See: Aerial Map)
South of Blanco Street
Hopkins Street
Contributing Structure
Yes
Ca. 1930
My Historic SMTX
Medium
Resources Survey:
Not Listed
Recorded Texas Historic No
Landmark:
One-story, 1,829 square foot single-family residential home

My Historic SMTX Historic Resources Survey Summary
Low
X Medium

High

Medium priority properties are those that could be contributing to an eligible National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) or local historic district. These resources may also have significant associations but are generally more
common examples of types or styles or have experienced some alterations.
The database states the Minimal Traditional home appears to date to ca. 1930. It notes the cross-gabled roof with no
eave overhang, brick cladding, 1/1-light wood windows, the inset porch, and classical door surround. The database
states there were possible renovations around 1935-40, which appears to have included a renovation of the porch.
Based on Sanborn maps, there is a house with same footprint is on site by 1930 with a larger porch. By 1944, the
house has the existing footprint with a smaller porch. (See: Historic Resources Survey Inventory Table; Sanborn
Maps 1930 & 1944)

1

Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Current Request
The property owner would like to remove thirty (30) feet of an existing cedar fence located on the southeast
side property line, adjacent to 604 West Hopkins Street. He states that this portion of the fence is starting to
collapse. He plans to replace this portion of the fence with a shorter, three (3) foot tall wooden fence that
will gradually slope and drop in height as it continues towards the street. Additionally, the pickets will be
further spaced apart, lending a more open feel to the fence. The materials list shows the pickets are six (6)
feet tall, but the property owner states that they will be sawn down to the shorter length.
Please refer to attached documents for the submitted scope of work, the site plan and materials list, the
existing fence photo, and the proposed fence rendering.
My Historic SMTX Photograph

Staff Evaluation
No Affect
N/A
No
See Analysis Below

Criteria for Approval (Sec.2.5.5.4)
Consideration of the effect of the activity on historical, architectural, or cultural
character of the Historic District or Historic Landmark
Approval of the request would not affect the activity noted above.
For Historic Districts, compliance with the Historic District regulations
Whether the property owner would suffer extreme hardship, not including loss
of profit, unless the certificate of appropriateness is issued
The property owner will not suffer an extreme hardship
The construction and repair standard and guidelines cited in Section 4.5.2.1

2

Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))
New construction and existing buildings and structures and
appurtenances thereof within local Historic Districts that are moved,
reconstructed, materially altered or repaired shall be visually
compatible with other buildings to which they are visually related
generally in terms of the following factors; provided, however, these
guidelines shall apply only to those exterior portions of buildings and
Staff Evaluation
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral sites visible from adjacent public streets:
a. Height. The height of a proposed building shall be visually
N/A
compatible with adjacent buildings.
b. Proportion of Building’s front Facade. The relationship of the width
N/A
of a building to the height of the front elevation shall be visually
compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually related.
c. Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the
N/A
width of the windows in a building shall be visually compatible with
the other buildings to which it is visually related.
d. Rhythm of solids to voids in front Facades. The relationship of solids
N/A
to voids in the front facade of a building shall be visually compatible
with the other buildings to which it is visually related.
e. Rhythm of spacing of Buildings on Streets. The relationship of a
building to the open area between it and adjoining buildings shall be
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually
X
related.
The rhythm of spacing will remain the same as the new fence is
replacing a taller fence that has been in the same location for several
years.
f. Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projection. The relationship of
entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building shall be
N/A
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually
related.
g. Relationship of materials, texture and color. The relationship of the
materials, and texture of the exterior of a building including its
windows and doors, shall be visually compatible with the predominant
X
materials used in the other buildings to which it is visually related.
The applicant has chosen a cedar material to replace the existing
wooden fence with. The proposed pickets are shorter but a dogeared style, similar to what exists now.
h. Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually
compatible with the other buildings to which it is visually related.
N/A

3

Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Staff Evaluation
Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral
i. Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building including walls,
fences, and building facades shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of
N/A
enclosure along a street, to ensure visual compatibility of the building
to the other buildings to which it is visually related.
j. Scale of a Building. The size of a building, the mass of a building in
relation to open areas, the windows, door openings, porches and
N/A
balconies shall be visually compatible with the other buildings to
which it is visually related.
The Historic Preservation Commission may use as general guidelines,
in addition to the specific guidelines contained in this section, the
See Attached Historic District
Historic District Guidelines located in Appendix C of the San Marcos
Guidelines (if necessary)
Design Manual, and the current Standards for Historic Preservation
See Secretary of the Interior
Projects issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior.
Standards Analysis Below
See attached Sections C.3.2.5 and C.3.4.5, Historic District Design
Guidelines, Appendix C, San Marcos Design Manual

4

Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Staff Evaluation
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features,
X
spaces and spatial relationships.
The property will remain a single-family home.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features,
spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will
X
be avoided.
The fence will not change the spatial relationship of the property.
It is replacing a taller fence that has been in the same location for
several years.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time,
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
X
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
Replacing the fence does not add conjectural features to the
property.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in
N/A
their own right will be retained and preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction
N/A
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a
property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match
the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by
X
documentary and physical evidence.
The applicant has chosen a cedar material to replace the existing
wooden fence with. The property owner would like a shorter
height with the pickets being more openly spaced to foster more
of a neighborly feel between his property and the adjacent one.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken
N/A
using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage
to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be
N/A
undertaken.

5

Certificate of Appropriateness
HPC-22-24 (608 West Hopkins Street)
Staff Evaluation
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
X
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
The new fence will be in the same location as the existing fence
and will not destroy the spatial relationship of the property.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
X
environment would be unimpaired.
The fence could be removed from the site in the future in a
manner that will not impair the essential form and integrity of
the property.
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Local Id# / Image
R27375

Address
603

Current Name/
Historic Name

Current Function/
Historic Function
Domestic

Stylistic Influence/
Historical Context
Neoclassical

Construction
Date
1975

W HOPKINS ST
SAN MARCOS

Domestic

604

Commerce/Trade

National Folk

ca. 1910

Domestic

608

Domestic

Minimal Traditional

ca. 1930

Domestic

611

Domestic

Contemporary

1985
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Hopkins Street Local Historic District
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Domestic

W HOPKINS ST
SAN MARCOS
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Local
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OTHM
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Priority

Contributing

W HOPKINS ST
SAN MARCOS

RTHL

In District

Hopkins Street Local Historic District
R35211

NR

Contributing

W HOPKINS ST
SAN MARCOS

Eligiblility

In District

Hopkins Street Local Historic District
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Designation

National Folk

ca. 1910
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HTC
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In District
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In District?: Yes
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Individually: No

OTHM

HTC

SAL

Local

In District
Contributing

In District?: Yes
Noncontributing
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The 608 W. Hopkins Fence Project
I am seeking approval to remove the old collapsing 30’ long cedar plank fence alongside my
driveway and want to replace it with a proper 36” picket fence of the same cedar plank style pickets,
more in keeping with what would have been done in 1939. I intend to stain it the same amber cedar
tone that is on the driveway cedar gates and also compliments the amber bricks on the home. Being
a shared property line, I asked my neighbor, Art Guzman how he liked the idea and he was fine with
it. Told me to remove the dilapidated fence and replace or not as I (& you) saw fit. He also liked the
traditional picket fence idea.
Submitted
8/2/22
Rob Baxter
POB 225
Driftwood, TX 78619
512-585-0365cell
rbaxman@aol.com

(30) 3 1/2"x5/8"x6' Cedar
Pickets
(2) 4'x4'x12' Treated posts
(1) 4'x6'x8' Treated post
(12) 80 Lb bags of
concrete
(1) Box of 2 5/8" Deck
Screws

608 W. Hopkins St
Fence Materials List

608 W. Hopkins St
Fence Materials List

(30) 3 1/2"x5/8"x6' Cedar Pickets
(2) 4'x4'x12' Treated posts
(1) 4'x6'x8' Treated post
(12) 80 Lb bags of concrete
(1) Box of 2 5/8" Deck Screws

608 W. Hopkins St
Fence Materials List
(30) 3 1/2"x5/8"x6' Cedar Pickets
(2) 4'x4'x12' Treated posts
(1) 4'x6'x8' Treated post
(12) 80 Lb bags of concrete
(1) Box of 2 5/8" Deck Screws

30' of existing cedar
fence to be replaced

APPENDIX

C

Historic District Guidelines

inherent properties and dimensions of construction materials
like brick and wood boards help in understanding the home’s
size, scale and proportion. Because stucco has no dimension,
it is difficult to measure its relationship to the scale of a
building. Tudor houses, for example are constructed mainly of
brick and stone and because of the size and texture of these
materials, the houses express mass with a rustic appearance.

Section C.3.2.5 Site Development and Orientation
A. The organization pattern established in each Historic District
guides the development and proposed alteration of each site.
Historic neighborhoods were designed to be pedestrian friendly
since walking was a major mode of transportation. Houses
face the street with a logical, visible entrance and a sidewalk
that leads from the street to this entrance. Sidewalks from the
street to the front door help establish rhythm.
B.

F.

There is an established distance from the street to the
house, which is called a setback. This setback reinforces the
importance of the entrance and orientation of the building.
Building beyond this setback would change the visual
continuity established.

Walls of Continuity. The front of each building, its walls, its
porch alignment and even fences help define a “wall” that
establishes a visual pattern along the streetscape. Each
neighborhood has visual continuity, starting at the street which
is basically a straight line of uniform width. A curb runs along
the street defining the green space of the parkway followed by
the sidewalk. Each of these elements work to organize a
neighborhood. These organizational elements along with
orientation and placement of houses on the lot establish the
visual continuity of a neighborhood.
Concrete ribbons leading to garage behind the house (921 W
San Antonio St)

G. Due to the difference in lot size between the Belvin Street and
San Antonio Street Districts, the visual continuity and rhythm
are different. Each neighborhood has its own established
organization which should be respected.
H. As changes are proposed to a site or house, review the lines of
continuity and rhythm established in the neighborhood. Look at
the scale, form and proportions of proposed changes. Will the
proposed project retain and enhance the characteristics or will
it create change?

C:20

San Marcos Design Manual

Front yard fence does not obscure the house (730 Belvin St)
C.

Driveway approaches in the front yard lead to garages and
secondary outbuildings, which are located behind the main
house. Contemporary style houses have incorporated their
garage or carports into their house plan, but typically they do
not project beyond the established front wall of the house.
While the construction of new garages and carports is

APPENDIX

Historic District Guidelines

sometimes necessary, their placement and approach should
respect the original “front line” of the house. This would place
them behind the existing setback. Locating them to the rear of
the property is preferable.
D. Front yards are defined by sidewalks, yard curbs, short walls,
boundary walls made of stone, brick, concrete or concrete
block. These walls are low in profile and do not obscure
the house. Front yard fences are not common in these
neighborhoods, but there is evidence of historic fences in the
Belvin Street Historic District.
E.

The following guidelines are recommended:
1.

2.

Retain the orientation of the house to the street. To change
the entrance from the front would alter the pedestrian
approach and rhythm.
Removing or relocating the sidewalk from the street would
break the rhythm of the neighborhood. Broken sidewalks
should be replaced but the location should remain. The
material should match the original or should be compatible
with the house and the surrounding neighborhood.
Materials such as stone, concrete or brick pavers, and
decomposed granite are appropriate replacement materials
and are not as harsh as large expanses of concrete.

Retain orientation of house to street (921 W San Antonio St)
3.

Driveway locations should not be altered if it affects the
rhythm of the street. Materials that might be used for a
driveway are gravel, pea gravel with a brick or metal edge
band, pavers, concrete strips or “ribbons” and asphalt.
Front yard circular drives are not appropriate to the
neighborhood because they encroach on the setback and
break the rhythm on the street.

4.

The style of the house and the surroundings should be
considered when thinking of any type of front yard fence.
For example, an ornate Victorian fence would look out of
place in front of a Craftsman style house.

5.

Review the reason for wanting to install a front yard
fence. Did one exist historically? Houses constructed in
the 1880s had front yard fences to keep livestock from
roaming into the yard. Houses built in the 1920s had no
fences in the front yard, which reflected a “progressive”
movement when fencing laws reduced the chance for
roaming livestock.

6.

Can the fence be installed at or behind the setback line?

Section C.3.2.6 Modern Conveniences and Amenities

Strong pedestrian approach (220 N Johnson Ave)

A. Historic homes offer charm and character not always found in
current residential construction. As families grow and residents
grow older, needs change. Air conditioning is a welcome relief
from the heat and humidity in San Marcos. Additional rooms
and bathrooms may be necessary as children get older. Steps
may become impossible to maneuver with age or a disability.

San Marcos Design Manual

C:21
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Historic District Guidelines

inherent property in stucco due to the shrinkage of the plaster.
Small cracks can be concealed by applying an elastomeric
paint which has the ability to stretch and return to its shape.
Large cracks can be repaired and deteriorated or missing
stucco can be replaced with stucco that matches the texture
and composition of the original material.

styles include box columns, brackets and simple porch railings.
Wood was the most common material used for porch flooring
and is prone to decay because of the exposure to weather
conditions. Flooring was usually a high quality wood that was
painted on all sides and edges prior to installation to prolong
the life of the wood.

Stucco is a material to be used as the initial exterior wall
surface of a building. It is not intended to be installed over
another wall surface material. Installing stucco over a wood
siding will cause the wood beneath to deteriorate and will
change the overall appearance of the house by eliminating the
original detail and shadows of the boards.

D. Wood is the primary skirting material on historic houses.
Because houses were built above ground on posts and beams,
a skirt was constructed from the floor level down to the
ground. This skirting usually reflects the same siding profile
as the house, was a wider horizontal board, or was a wood
lattice, which allowed for ventilation. This wood lattice was
commonly installed as a horizontal/vertical grid, rather than the
wood lattice which is available today. Solid skirt materials must
be vented to allow air to pass under the house and eliminate
moisture from the foundation.

D. The following guidelines are recommended:
1.

Retain and maintain original stucco.

2.

Avoid installing stucco over another material.

Section C.3.4.5 Wood
A. Wood was the primary building material in residential
construction in San Marcos. It was readily available, did not
require the skills of as many craftsmen, and was used for
structural elements as well as skin.
B.

C.

C:34

The majority of houses built during this period on Belvin
Street and San Antonio Street are covered with horizontal
wood siding. Wood with a tapered profile is in clapboard or
lap siding while a milled profile has a more decorative shape.
Board and batten, which is a vertical siding, is commonly
used on outbuildings such as garages, barns and sheds, and
occasionally on small houses. Another common use of wood
is decorative wood shingles used as a siding, which was
relatively easy to use as a decorative feature on gable ends,
turrets, or dormers. Patterns included fish scale, diamond,
square cut, and rounded. Wood shingle roofs, although
common, are not presently found on the historic houses in the
two areas. This may be the result of previous replacement due
to deterioration.
Wood details are found on all houses from all styles and
periods of construction. Victorian and Classical styles include
ornate turned columns, spindles, box columns, columns of
classical order, brackets, bargeboards, cut and turned frieze
details, elaborate doors and door surrounds. Less ornate
details of the Craftsman, Folk Victorian and Colonial Revival

San Marcos Design Manual

E.

The following guidelines are recommended:
1.

Retain and repair wood siding and details.

2.

Replace missing or badly deteriorated wood features with
wood of the same dimension and profile.

3.

Refrain from installing synthetic materials over existing
wood materials because they frequently cause the historic
material to rot.

4.

Refrain from replacing a deteriorated wood feature with
another material.

5.

Explore the use of epoxy wood repair materials in lieu
of replacing an entire wood member. This has proven
effective on rotted column bases, window sills and sash,
etc.

6.

Replace rotted wood that is in contact with the ground with
a chemically treated wood to prolong the life of the feature.
This can be done on skirting and steps. Treated wood can
be used to rebuild lattice skirting by cutting strips from
standard treated 2x4 material. All treated wood should be
thoroughly dried prior to installation.

Section C.3.4.6 Synthetic Materials
A. With the advent of plastics and modern methods of forming
materials, which were not available until after World War
II, home owners have been influenced by the promise of

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
APPLICATION FORM
Updated: September, 2020

CONTACT INFORMATION
Applicant’s Name

Rob Baxter

Property Owner

Company

Same

Company

Applicant’s Mailing
Address
Applicant’s Phone #
Applicant’s Email

Owner’s Mailing
Address

pob 225 driftwood, tx 78619

SAME

Owner’s Phone #

512-585-0365
rbaxman@aol.com

Owner’s Email

same
same

PROPERTY INFORMATION
608 W. Hopkins
Address of Proposed Work: ________________________________________________________________
Hopkins
Historic District: __________________________________

GEO#90205460
Tax ID #: R____________________________

Legal Description: Lot ___________ Block ___________ Subdivision ___________________________
Historical Designation(s) of Property, if applicable:

MCGEHEE C L LOT PT OF 1-2 BLK 1 12-73

□ National Register of Historic Places □ Recorded Texas Historic Landmark

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK
Please use this space to summarize the proposed work (Please be specific. Use additional pages if necessary.)

See attached sheet.
AUTHORIZATION
Applicants or their agent are advised to attend the meeting to present information to the Historic Preservation
Committee and to answer any questions the Historic Preservation Committee may have regarding the project.
Failure to attend an HPC meeting may result in postponement or denial of the application.
I certify that the information on this application is complete and accurate. I understand the fees and the process
for this application. I understand my responsibility, as the applicant, to be present at meetings regarding this
request.
Filing Fee $0

Technology Fee $13

TOTAL COST $13

Submittal of this digital Application shall constitute as acknowledgement and authorization to process
this request.

APPLY ONLINE – WWW.MYGOVERNMENTONLINE.ORG/
Planning & Development Services • 630 East Hopkins • San Marcos, Texas 78666 • 512-393-8230

Page | 1

AGREEMENT TO THE PLACEMENT OF NOTIFICATION SIGNS
AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

The City of San Marcos Development Code requires public notification in the form of notification signs on the subject
property, published notice, and / or personal notice based on the type of application presented to the Planning
Commission and / or City Council.


Notification Signs: if required by code, staff shall place notification signs on each street adjacent to the subject
property and must be placed in a visible, unobstructed location near the property line. It is unlawful for a person
to alter any notification sign, or to remove it while the request is pending. However, any removal or alteration
that is beyond the control of the applicant shall not constitute a failure to meet notification requirements. It shall
be the responsibility of the applicant to periodically check sign locations to verify that the signs remain
in place had have not been vandalized or removed. The applicant shall immediately notify the
responsible official of any missing or defective signs. It is unlawful for a person to alter any notification
sign, or to remove it while the case is pending; however, any removal or alteration that is beyond the
control of the applicant shall not constitute a failure to meet notification requirements.



Published Notice: if required by code, staff shall publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in
accordance with City Codes and the Texas Local Government Code. If, for any reason, more than one notice
is required to be published it may be at the expense of the applicant. The renotification fee shall be $91
plus a $13 technology fee.



Personal Notice: if required by code, staff shall mail personal notice in accordance with City Codes and the
Texas Local Government Code. If, for any reason, more than one notice is required to be mailed it may be
at the expense of the applicant. The renotification fee shall be $91 plus a $13 technology fee.

I have read the above statements and agree to the required public notification, as required, based on the attached
application. The City’s Planning and Development Services Department staff has my permission to place signs, as
required, on the property and I will notify City staff if the sign(s) is/are damaged, moved or removed. I understand the
process of notification and public hearing and hereby submit the attached application for review by the City.

rob baxter
Signature: __________________________________

8.2.22

Date: _____________________________

ROB BAXTER
Print Name: _________________________________

Form Updated October, 2019

Planning & Development Services • 630 East Hopkins • San Marcos, Texas 78666 • 512-393-8230

PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION

ROB BAXTER
I, ____________________________________(owner
name) on behalf of

_____________________________________ (company, if applicable) acknowledge that I/we
am/are the rightful owner of the property located at
608 w hopkins
____________________________________________________
(address).

I hereby authorize ________________________________ (agent name) on behalf of
____________________________________(agent company) to file this application for
_____________________________________ (application type), and, if necessary, to work with
the Responsible Official / Department on my behalf throughout the process.

rob baxter
Signature of Owner: __________________________________

8-2-22

Date: ____________

rob baxter
Printed Name, Title: ______________________________________________

Signature of Agent: __________________________________________

Date: ____________

Printed Name, Title: ______________________________________________

Form Updated October, 2019

Planning & Development Services • 630 East Hopkins • San Marcos, Texas 78666 • 512-393-8230

The 608 W. Hopkins Fence Project
I am seeking approval to remove the old collapsing 30’ long cedar plank fence alongside my
driveway and want to replace it with a proper 36” picket fence of the same cedar plank style pickets,
more in keeping with what would have been done in 1939. I intend to stain it the same amber cedar
tone that is on the driveway cedar gates and also compliments the amber bricks on the home. Being
a shared property line, I asked my neighbor, Art Guzman how he liked the idea and he was fine with
it. Told me to remove the dilapidated fence and replace or not as I (& you) saw fit. He also liked the
traditional picket fence idea.
Submitted
8/2/22
Rob Baxter
POB 225
Driftwood, TX 78619
512-585-0365cell
rbaxman@aol.com

HPC-22-24
Staff finds request consistent with the following:
• Sections 4.5.2.1(I)(1)(e) and 4.5.2.1(I)(1)(g): San Marcos
Development Code
• Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, and 10: Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Rehabilitation

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
TO:

Historic Preservation Commission

FROM:

Alison Brake, CNU-A, Historic Preservation Officer

DATE:

August 11, 2022

RE:

AGENDA ITEM 4: AMENDING NAME OF CHARLES S. COCK HOUSE

The item continues the discussion from the previous meeting regarding amending the
name of the Charles S. Cock House. The information below is the same information
presented in the August agenda packet. A flowchart which simplifies the joint
recommendation resolution process between the Commission and the Parks and
Recreation Board has been added as an attachment. Additionally, Ms. Rose Burleson
Sewell, a granddaughter of Doc Burleson provided staff with a statement from the family
along with some additional family history and newspaper articles from the San Marcos
Daily Record; all attached. She has indicated that she would like to read the portion of
her family statement up to the brief history and will do so during the Citizen Comment
portion of the meeting.

The Charles S. Cock House was designated a local historic landmark in 2004, along with
the Merriman Cabin, the Dunbar School Home Economics building, and the Old Fish
Hatchery building (Ordinance 2004-16); attached. During the February 2022 regular
meeting, Mr. Evan Thompson asked the Commission to consider amending the name of
the landmark by adding the name of the previous owners, Burleson, to reflect a more
inclusive history. It should be noted that the ordinance which designated the building as
a local historic landmark did not officially name the building; it only indicated that the
building is a local historic landmark. Any renaming would have no bearing on the
continuing status as a landmark. If the building is renamed, staff can include an
amendment to the Development Code with a future round of Code edits to show the new
name.
In 1997, the City Council adopted a policy for naming city parks and facilities. The
attached resolution indicates that the City Manager must be willing to recommend the
nomination to the City Council. This policy suggests that Commission could make the
recommendation for amending the name since it involves a landmark. To comply with the
policy, a recommendation resolution would be placed on the September 2022 agenda for
the Commission to act on. It would then be forwarded to the City Manager who may then
refer the matter to City Council unless she objects to the recommendation.
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Lila Knight, with Hays County Historical Commission, has provided the Commission with
the attached document which outlines the chronology of ownership of the structure. Also
attached to help facilitate discussion are the landmark designation flowchart and the
agreement between the city and the Heritage Association for the use of the building.
If, after discussion at this meeting, the Commission is inclined to consider a
recommendation to rename the facility, it will be necessary to place an action item on a
future agenda specifically indicating that a recommendation to the City Manager to
rename the building will be considered for approval. Because the building is located in a
city park, staff recommends a joint recommendation resolution with the Parks &
Recreation Board. Following action on the resolution at the Commission’s September
meeting, it would be presented at the Parks & Recreation Board’s September meeting
before being sent to the City Clerk and City Manager, and ultimately before City Council
in October.
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Joint Recommendation Resolution Process

Recommendation
resolution
discussion at HPC

Recommendation
resolution
discussion at
Parks &
Recreation Board

Action taken on
recommendation
resolution by
HPC

Action taken on
recommendation
resolution by
Parks &
Recreation Board

Joint
recommendation
resolution sent to
City Manager &
City Clerk

Joint
recommendation
resolution before
City Council

Both the Historic Preservation Commission and the Parks & Recreation Board meet once a month.

Speaking for descendants of the oldest son, Rufus, and youngest son, Frank, of Doc and Macon Burleson,
I Rose Burleson Sewell wish to express the following:
After listening to the discussion at the 4 August 2022 San Marcos Historic Preservation Commission
meeting, I am grateful to have had a chance to revisit the renaming of the Cock House with my family
and reverse our previous position. We strongly support the renaming of the Charles S Cock House to the
Cock - Burleson House. Charles S Cock built the house, his family resided in, and he spent his last days in
the house. William P (Doc) and Macon Burleson purchased and made the house their homestead for as
long as possible, maintaining and ensuring the house remained standing.
During the 4 August Commission meeting discussion, it became abundantly clear that unless the
Burleson name is added to the title all knowledge and remembrance that the Cock House was also the
homestead for Doc and Macon Burleson for 28 years would be lost. They were not just caretakers and
did not just live there, they owned it. As their own it was lovingly maintained to the point the house
could be considered and receive historical designation in 1968. In 1970 when the Texas Historical
Marker was placed, "Mr. and Mrs. Burleson and members of their family conducted guests on a tour of
the 103-year-old home."(San Marcos Record, page 2, 1970-07-23) By the 1976 Bicentennial, the
Burleson ownership, maintenance, and approval of the house being designated a historical site was not
mentioned at the ceremony nor in the newspaper articles. The Burlesons were invited and attended the
Bicentennial celebration but were dismayed by the lack of acknowledgement at the ceremony and in the
newspaper write-up. (see San Marcos, Daily Record, Page13, 1975-03-16 and San Marcos Daily Record,
Page11, 1976-04-11.) One of Doc and Macon's grandsons, Army veteran Frank Burleson Jr, attempted to
have this lack of acknowledgement addressed at that time by going to the newspaper and the Calaboose
but was decidedly rebuffed.
Coincidentally, during the 4 August 2022 Commission meeting, early on someone acknowledged the
Burlesons had been invited to the Bicentennial celebration at the house. But by the end of the
discussion, it was asked who are these Burlesons? Where did they come from? This discussion
demonstrated the need to have Doc Burleson's name added to the title of the house. Merely having the
Burleson name referenced in literature and web sites will not suffice as that information can be easily
overlooked or never seen. As well it could be misconstrued that the Burlesons were just caretakers and
not owners of the house. Someone asked, "what did Doc Burleson do for San Marcos?" To answer that
question, one must also ask what could Doc Burleson do for San Marcos in the early to mid-20th century
as a Colored - Negro - Black - African American man? Take care of his family, be a good citizen and
neighbor and be a laborer. He and his family labored well and as a result were able to purchase a home
and own property; pay property taxes. Their home at 402 East Hopkins was their homestead which they
maintained and beautified.
We Doc and Macon Burleson descendants also had a chance to review the 10 February 2022 San Marcos
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. We viewed the recommendation of the Non-Profit
Preservation San Marcos introducing the name change and concur that the name change is appropriate.

Following is a brief history of Doc and Macon Burleson:
When William Precious "Doc" BURLESON was born on August 28, 1902, in Martindale, Texas, his father,
Charley Burleson, was 25 and his mother, Classie Sorrell Burleson, was 25. He was the fourth child of
their two daughters and five sons. Sadly, his mother passed when Doc was about eight years old.
Doc Burleson was a farmer and a renowned butcher. He could make his big knives tap dance and sing on
the steel sharpening rod and stone. He butchered at San Marcos' Wuest grocery store and several area
slaughter houses. His wife Macon "Gray Ghost" was a Bible versed homemaker, caretaker, gardener and
beloved no nonsense mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, and neighborhood friend. The 1930 census
shows he completed 6th grade and she the 8th grade.
He married Macon CALLAHAN on November 20, 1921, in San Marcos, Hays County. Their early years of
marriage were lived and worked on Fred H Fickey Farm, Redwood, Texas along the Cottonwood Creek.
Prior to moving into San Marcos, they farmed out on the Staples - Martindale Road where they grew
sorghum cane. After harvesting the cane, they used a mule to walk round and around to squeeze juice
out of the cane they fed into the mill for cooking molasses.
They had eight children together: 4 sons and 4 daughters. All four of their sons were drafted into the
military during WWII. However, after reaching Ft Sill, Oklahoma for training, the eldest son was called
back after just a few days to work the fields; the youngest son was called back after completing training
to work the poultry farm. The farmers they sharecropped for complained and pulled strings as their
businesses could not survive with all the sons gone.
Those four sons worked together to help raise the money for their parents to purchase the property at
402 East Hopkins in October 1942. Here they resided until 1970. Over the 28 years in the house,
grandchildren were born (Steve, Julian, Rose Burleson) and older relatives lived their last days (Vermont
T Callahan Clark, Napoleon Burleson) under the care of Doc and Macon Burleson. The daughter of
Methodist Minister Frank and Cora Callahan (of the lumber yard on Callahan Alley in San Marcos),
Macon maintained the Sunday ritual of remembering the Sabbath Day and keeping it Holy. Many
Sundays included dinner with all their children and grandchildren who were near enough to make it.
They also housed Black students attending Southwest Texas State University in this historic house.
Numerous treasure hunters approached Doc and Macon about digging under the old Cock house as they
had heard treasure was buried there. Many times, the hunters just showed up with lots of equipment to
begin the process, but Doc would not let them. Eventually a person approached with a plan to do
minimal damage in excavating. He found a single gold hair pin.
After selling their home in 1970 due to the floods and Urban Renewal, Doc and Macon settled on their
farm at 1525 FM1979, San Marcos, Texas.
Doc passed from this world March 10, 1983, on his farm at the age of 80, and was buried in the family
plot in the Martindale Colored Community Cemetery, 103 County Road, Martindale, Texas. Macon
moved to San Antonio near three of their children and passed away at the age of 88 on August 2, 1992.
She was also buried in Martindale.

County's 18th M edallion

HERE FROM P E O R IA are these three students who will be seniors
in September £t Richm ond High School Seated on the bed in front
is Janelle Camp (loading their slide camera), and reading mail from
home are Mary Everhart, left, and Kim Snyder. They are assisting at
Southside Community Center with a Compensatory Education Project

Three Illinois Students
Involved in Program
After seven weeks in San M arcos as
Aides for a pilot Community Compensa
tory Education Program in San Marcos,
three high school students fro m Peoria,
Illin o is, have found that they have chan
ged many concepts of p lan s for their
future education.
Mary Everhart, Janelle C am p and Kim
Snyder are sponsored by the IM & r s it y
Avenue United Methodist C hurch in Pe
oria. They arrived in San M arcos June
8 and w ill return home on J u ly 27. Their
first week was in orientation at Gary
*3cb Corps Center, where they learned
the use of various teaching aids to be
used in the program at Southside Com 
munity Center.
The three aides work w ith three other
NYC high school students fro m the San
Marcos community who a re a ll bi-lingual. The teaching sessions are divided
into three rooms with two aides and eight
children: in* each. .The c h ild re n are from
t t a ares near- JSouthside and* a r e .ten and
years old. Forty m inute reading
sessions and 40 minutes o f cultu ral de
velopment classes are taught on Monday.
Wednesday and Friday. Tuesdays and
Thursdays are reserved fo r Held trip s
for the 24 students enrolle d. These in 
clude swimming lessons a t Canyon Dam
o r Barton Springs in A ustin , trip s to
the Institute of Texan C u ltu re and through
points of Interest, such as the r m *

Capitol.

Pre-requisites of the students were,
that there be 12 each m a le and
that they be ages 10-U by Ju ne 15,1970,
that they live within a six block radius
of Southside and that they be a MexicanAmerican.
Mary says of her experience, “ I just
wish everyone could have the sam e op
portunity at our age. T h is h a s been a
most rewarding and unforgettable chal
lenge.”
W m says, “ I avish a ll people would
get Involved—not exactly away fro m home
like we are doing, but would help at
their own individual com m un ities. This

is one, if not the m ost, valuable exper
ience in my lifetime. I feel the child
ren have learned more outside the class
room with the field trip s and sw im
m ing. I have made so many friends
and have learned to get along in diff
erent situations.”
Janelle says, “ This has changed all
my concepts and I w ill have to re-eval
uate my future plans now. I appreciate
my fam ily more now and think that I
can become a more p liable individual.”
The trio has taken more than 100
colored slides and w ill show these on
returning home. They w ill have regu
la r ly scheduled discussion groups and
w ill make talks and show slides to thoir
church groups in n iln o ls . They have
been planning and preparing their own
m e a ls, and sometimes team up to cook
fo r some 20 persons.
D irector of the prog ram is Margie
H ale . -Reading aides from the Neighbor
hood Youth Corps are Dolores Flores,
M a rg ie Caballero and Antonia Mercado.
C u ltu re aides are Clyde Bullion and Jose
H ijonosa; groiq) discussion leader is John
C a lvin and coordinator is Lonnie Schnautz.
T his pilot program is to determine if
such a summer program is feasible for
.the age group chosen.______________________

A Texas H istorical M a rk e r was placed
on the Cock home In Ceremonies here
Saturday, July 18, and was the 18th me-^.
d a llio n to be placed on structures In
Hays County by the H isto ric a l Survey
Committee.
M m . W illiam A. W yatt, S r., chairm an
o f the Hays County H isto rical Survey
Committee, gave the welcome and in tro 
duced guests who included several d ir 
ect descendants of M r. and M rs. C har
les S. Cock, Representative Gerhardt
Schulle, Mayor H o llis Sm ith and J im
Brown, director of Urban Renewal in
San Marcos.
The Invocation was given by D r. J .
W . Bassett J r ., and M rs . Irvin R ylan
d e r of San Marcos, agranddaughter o fM r .
and M rs. Cock who was bora in the
home, told the Cock fa m ily story.
Charles S. Cock was b o m in 1819
in Alabama and m igrated to M ississippi
where he lived at W ater Valley with his
wife until 1851 when the fam ily moved to
Bastrop. The Cocks lived there for one
year and came to San Marcos in 1852.
He bought the land and completed the
home in 1867, and in 1871 Cock deeded
the property to his daughter, Cecilia
(M rs. John A. Montgomery). She sold it
back to her father in 1884 and he lived
in the home until his death in 1897. His
wife died there Dec. 20, 1906, after which
tim e the heirs sold the house.
Cock was mayor of San Marcos for
two years during 1881 to 1883, and also
had farming interests.
The 103 year old home is constructed
of limestone with w alls two feet thick.
There were two fireplaces in the two
front rooms which were used as a p a r
lor and bedroom and in the back was the
kitchen, dining room , two bedrooms and
a porch on which there was a well which
has since been covered. There is also
an underground cistern, lined with lim e 
stone and mortar. The cistern has been
covered with a steel plate and cement
by W illiani P. (Doc) Burleson, who bought
the home in 1942 and lived there 28 years.
Burleson says the cistern was s till
in excellent condition when he enclosed
it, and for the safety of his children
and grandchildren, the cistern was cov
ered. "When I did th is, I used an auger
and drilled a hole in the cistern and the
next morning it was fu ll of water from
the drainage hole!”
The two front room s of the house
and the hall still have the original bead
ed ceilings with a threg" foot wainscoating, and the wide cypress flooring Is s till
in good condition. The house originally
had a porch across the front with carved
sc ro ll work at the top and wooden ban
isters. A flagstone walk led to F o rt
Street (now Hopkins Street) and a picket
fence surrounded the pr oper ty.
The medallion was unveiled by M iss
Ruth Carleton of F o rt Davis, a grand
daughter of the C. S. Cocks, and a c e r 
tificate was presented to Mayor H ollis
Sm ith by Mrs. Wyatt.
J im Brown read the Inscription on the
plaque and explained p lan s for the house
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Personal
Guests of Mr. and M rs. Royal Cas
well for ten days are their daughterin-law, M rs. /ioyal Caswell Jr. and son,
B ret, of Oddssa.

R E A D IN G A CERTIFICATE about the C. S. Cock Home is Mrs. W. A,
W yatt Sr.„ chairman of the Hays County Historical Survey Commit
tee. Standing in the doorway is Miss Ruth Carleton, a granddaughter
of the original owners, who unveiled the Historical Medallion last Sat
urday. On the right are Mayor Hollis Smith, who accepted the cer
tificate for the City of San Marcos, and Jim Brown, director of Urban
Renewal. The little girl is a great-granddaughter of the Cocks.
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Brow n explained that this is the firs t
p ro je c t in the area and that the house
w ill be rehabilitated as nearly as possi
b le to duplicate the original building.
Funds w ill be made available from a
g ran t from the U. S. Housing and Ur
ban Renewal Agency, and the Cock hoyse
site w ill be maintained by the City of
San M arcos, both for a meeting place
fo r sm all groups, and as a tourist at
traction.
M iss Minnie Knispel, vice-president
o f the Hays County H istorical Survey
Com m ittee, spoke briefly about the work
which is performed by the groig). Other
com m ittee members present were M rs.
Edw ard Cape, Miss Ruth Thomas and
M rs . Joe Zimmerman, treasurer.
M r. and Mrs. Burleson and members
o f th e ir famity conducted guests on a
to u r of the 103 year old<home.
V isiting M rs. Rylander during the week
end fo r the medallion presentation and
fo r the Cock-Montgomery reunion were
C. E . Cock, Mrs. T. M. Taul and child
ren, Lucy and Helen, M r. and Mrs. A.
L . Cock and daughter, Bitsy, all of Cor
pus C hristi; and M r. and Mrs. C. E.
Cock J r . and children, Curly and E ar
nest, of Houston.
There were more than 50 persons
from both families and this is the first
reunion In more than 30 years.
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T H E C O C K H O U SE receives a b it of la n d s c a p in g
fro m m e m b e rs of Girl S cout T roop 619 and R u th
K in g of the Bicentennial C o m m is s io n as they p la n t
re d a n d w h ite petunias in f r o n t of the h isto rica l

house T he p la n tin g w as p a r t of a coordin ate d p la n
with S outhw e st Texas in c lu d in g flow ers being
placed a ro u n d the c a m p u s . L e ft to r ig h t a re S heila
F le m m in g , K a ra E d g ell, a n d D e b b ie Gee dig in .
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Charles S. Cock was born in Alabama in
Ul», the son of Jesse Cock and Nellie
Dykes. He was reared in Mississippi. In
October 1MB he married Susannah
Walker, daughter of Israel Walker "of tbe
Illinois Conference” in Water Valley
Mississippi. They came to Texas in 1K 1,
first to Bastrop and then to San Marcos in
December, 1161, with twin daughters,
Cecilia and Civilia, born September 27,
18S0.
He is found first in official records in
18S6 serving on the Hays County Grand
Jury. He is also county treasurer and
Captain of Patrollers for the area to the
Blanco River, that year and in 1857.
In 1880, be is again Captain of Patrollers
for tbe Blanco District and still overseer
for care of the Bastrop Road. He was on
tbe Grand Jury again in 1M1. In 1862 he
was overseer of the Austin to San Antonio
Road, Section 4. In 1K4 Charles S. Cock
and hands are supervising the road from
the San Marcos River to the S.R. Kone
place. In 1865 he is County Commissioner
and appointed to set the election for a
school district.
In 1867 he built the rock house using
limestone, pine, cedar and elm. The house
had a gable over the front door and a front
porch when built originally. The outer
surface of white wash was added at a later
date. At the rear was a sloped-roof porch of
the sou them-cabin design which protected
a well. The kitchen cabin was separate
from the house. The house consists of two
large rooms with a hall. The house was
entered on the National Register in 1973.
The house was nominated lo the Register

o

f

C

o

c

k

by the Texas State Historical Survey
Committee after reviewing an applies don
prepared by Mrs. William H. Wyatt, Sr.
and Tom Utter when tbe latter was with
the local Urban Renewal Agency.
Ovaries Cock w as supporter of Coronal
InsG' ite, a large landowner and was
penefactor to many orphan children. He
was a sincere church member, active in
the First United Methodist Church. He
senthis sons to Vanderbilt in Tennessee. A
son, Dr. Lewis Walker Cock, married
Emma S. Earnest. Ttieir daughter was
Mary Cecilia Cock, born 1890 when they
were in Mexico where he was practicing
during an epidemic.
She was raised by her father’s sister,
who had married her mother’s brother,
Joseph William Earnest, in the house on
Belvin Street where she still lives. She
married Irvin Rylander in 1911 in the
living room of this home. Several years
later they came to live there to care for her
widowed aunt Civilia. Mrs. Rylander
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inherited the house on tbe d«*th of Civilia
Earnest.
Charles S. Cock had given tbe property,
now on the National Register, to his
daughter Cecifia, but bought it beck in 1W4
after serving as San Marcos’ second
Mayor in 1881-1883. He died in the bouse in
1897. His funeral was preached by a
Methodist Minister he had educated, John
W. Stovall.
Mrs. Rylander has some of the family
heirlooms, among them a complete set of
white ironstone with stand, known as a
Syllabub set. She also has tbe Rosenthal
china of her Aunt Civilia as well as the
wedding'trousseau of the bride of 1870.
Researched by Mrs. Jade N. Stovall
Sources: Commissioners Caart
Book A; Hays Coanty Dee* Baafc, V#L E;
Charles S. Cock’s BiMe
9m
Marcos Record. Aagast 17, lt72; Persaml
letter*, Mrs. Edward Cape; aad Interview
with Mrs. Irvin Rylander (Mary C«
Cock)

Docent training
begins Monday

M R S . I R V I N R Y L A N D E R , a descendant of
Charles S . Cock, stands o n the stairw ay of her
lovely h o m e on Belvin S tre e t. M r s R y la n d e r w as a

niece o f C ock, w ho b u ilt th e Cock H ouse located a t
J u a n V e ra m e n d i P la z a .

Emma Lee Miller
memorial planned
Donations to help build the Emma Lee
Miller Memorial Intensive Care Ward at
Hays County Memorial Hospital are now
being acccpted.
Money can be sent to Stanley Hatkoff,
administrator of the hospital. Donations
aiiuuiu uc ffimkcu iOf iTitciiSivc cafe.
Money raised will used to build a new
intensive care ward to be named after
Mrs. Burt (Emma Lee) Miller, Sr., the
late owner of Miller’s Drug Store that died
recently.

tiMPJiiim
m i'im 7
$1M D O N A T IO N -S outhw est Texas State U niv e rsity Io ta A lp h a
C hapter o f D e lta Zeta re c e n tly presented a $100 check to the Speech
and H e a rin g Clinic of the S p e c ia l E d u ca tio n D e p a rtm e n t of SW T ,
.R eceiving the check a n d re p re s e n tin g the u n iversity are C a ro ly n
M c C ili a n d P a t Porter, c lin ic a l sup e rvisors. P re se ntin g the check
are (fro m rig h t) Susan C a rs w e ll, ju n io r fro m Houston a n d p h ila n 
thropy c h a irm a n , N atalie U sh e r, Houston ju n io r and a s s is ta n t
c h a irm a n , a n d Jill H anke, M id la n d J u n io r . The check w a s e a r
m a rk e d fo r special use to p u r c h a s e toys for the children in the c lin ic
and w as collected through s p e c ia l projects of the sorority.

The docent training for the San Marcos
Bicentennial Commission's 1975 ‘‘Tours of
Distinction" will begin Monday, March 17,
at 9 a.m., at the San Marcos City Library.
■’ The first day’s session will be for docents
who will serve at the First United
Methodist Church. Mrs. Jack Stovall, who
researched and compiled the historical
information for this site, will cover the
material for the church which is now listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places.
Tuesday, March 18, Mrs. W.A. Wyatt,
Sr., and Mrs. Herbert Yarbrough will
present the background on the Yarbrough
home. Wednesday, March 19, Mrs.
William Crook and Mrs. Ed Longcope will
instruct the docents on features of the
Crook home.
Mrs. Walter Buckner and Mrs. James
Cummings will coordinate the program
Thursday, March 20. The Lyndon Baines
Johnson Alumni House on the Southwest
Texas State University campus will be
featured.
Research on the Burleson cabin will be
presented oo Friday, March 21, by Mrs.
Calvin Allen and Yancy Yarbrough, who is
an authority on General Edward Burleson.
Yarbrough will host the April tour of the
restored cabin at Aquarena Springs.
The 1975 “Tours of Distinction” will
commence on Friday, April 18. The sites
will be open from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. as a
prelude to the Heritage Ceremony in the
Historical Plaza at 4 p.m.
The “Tours of Distinction” will also be
conducted on the following Fridays: June
13, July 11, and August l. On these three
dates the sites will be open from 9 a.m.
until 4 p.m.
Tickcis for ths tours will b*? sold st thf
Gazebo in the Historical Plaza. Adult
tickets are $3 for all sites. Tickets for
admission to .individual sites may be
purchased at the location for $1. Children
under 12, accompanied by an adult, will be
admitted to all sites for $1 or 2S cents for
individual sites.
All ticket sales will be handled by the
Historical Tours Steering Committee.
Tickets may be purchased in advance by
writing the San Marcos Bicentennial
Commission.
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yo»r savings grow as if by tho mafic of
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ell you nood to do is opon ■ SAVINGS ACCOUNT
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qoertoriy...
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CHARLES
CAFFEY
P u s h a button, it ’s a persotul answering service. Release the
b u tto n , i t ’s an ordinary telephone. A t th e office or a t hom e
th e all-new Electronic Secretary keeps y ou in h iiir in w 24
hours a day, every day o f th e year..
F o r surprisingly little m ore th a n you are now paying f o r y o u r
conventional telephone, you could be enjoying’ the advantages
o f the versatile new Electronic Secretary.

SA N M ARCO S

C all our business office today fo r details, and to arrange f o r
a dem onstration.

CITY
San Marcos Telephone Company,
IN C O • POSAT BP

Pd. Pol. Ad. by CHARLES CAFFEY

lo c a l
lif e ’
SEVERAL DISTINGUISHED GUESTS were at the
3rd Heritage Ceremony of the Saa Marcos
Biceateaaial Commission Friday, and attended the
I m u l M H c iU k of tbe Cock House. Left ta right
are J i a Goraua, Gov. Dolph Briscoe’s appaiatee

to the Amerteaa Rcvotattaa IH fia lia ila l Cm mission (A R B C ); W illiam Hooper, grant coordiaator for the ARBC ia Texas; and Mrs. Calvia
Cock of Houston.

Cock House
Dedicated
The San M arco s Bicentennial C om m ission held the third
Horitage C erem ony Friday, and follow ed w ith the form al
dtfeation and o pening at the Charlas S. Cock house.
The Cock H ouse, k lo cate d ia the Ju a a V aram endl Hiatorical
P tau. It ia a d ja c e n t to the San Marcaa R iv e r W a lt, the llw ii—
71 project cf th e C ity Cammiaaion. F ouad thare are several
MaUric traea: th a Andrew Jackson M agnolia, th t L B J
Manorial M a g n o lia , the Liberty Tree o f 1(7* a n d the Memorial
Grove. The P la s a h a * been the location o f H eritage aad Faathral
USA events throughout tbe B icentennial era wbich waa
W Ublhhul in S a n M a m a in ltR .
IteC ock H ouae waa racordad a Texas H isto ric La ndm ark ia
1MI. The P lasa becam e the property of the C ity ia H 7J racordad
with i Texas H is to ric a l medallion, aa tha atte c f a a oM aubiary
camp established briefly during the W ar w ith M exico. The Cock
H a»e was entered on the National R e g ie taro fH ie tcric Places in
H7J tro ug h th e H aya County H istorical C om m ittee aad the City
Urban Renew al Agency working w ith the Teqas Historical
Since 1*73 th e San M ai«ca B icentennial Coam ioeioa has
cwniotentty soug ht rebuilding of the histo ric houae. Its
rto ra tic n b rin g s to a completed whole the baaaMfical ion of tbe
park and the c re a tio n of the River W a k as a g ift to the d ty for
Hk Bicentenn ia l o f our nation.
TheSan M arcos Bicentennial Cotnm laoion h as received a tatai
«f $10,MO g ran t m oney for the River W a k a n d a federal grant of
H IM tor the fu rn is h in g of the Cock House. M atching m oaayl
beta raised b y dona boos, benefits, auctions, faahion aim
tours, and aalea fro m the Bicentennial Bou t i^ ie .

T7> •;

THE CHARLES S. COCK HOUSE, located ae*t to the Ja n a V eraB tad P lata,
was form ally dedicated aad opened following the 3rd aaaaal Heritage
Ceremony Friday afternoon.

MUSIC for tbe Heritage Cerwmeny Friday was
prwvMed Ihe A C.ppeUa C h *r from Sa.

High School, directed by Aagas McLeod

+
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Brake, Alison
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rose sewell <oseray@earthlink.net>
Friday, August 19, 2022 12:12 PM
Brake, Alison
[EXTERNAL] Re: Sorry I forgot the pictures, please include

Macon, Doc & grandson Chucky in backyard, note historic cabin in background, mid-1950's

1

Second son, "Hoss" Carl Dean on NCM Allen Pkwy side entrance to house.

A few of the many grandchildren at the NCM Allen Pkwy entrance.

2

402 E Hopkins, front entrance, after flood, just before sold

Doc Burleson and his last mule

3

Doc & Macon Burleson, 60th anniversary

CAUTION: This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Links or attachments may be dangerous.
Click the Report Phishing button above if you think this email is malicious .
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DRAFT
Chronology for Cock-Burleson House
402 East Hopkins
Lot 5, Block 2

Brief Summary
The Charles S. Cock House has been a landmark building for the community for many
years for both its architecture and its historical association with Charles Cock (1819-1897). But
its significance encompasses additional historic associations which deserve recognition: the
occupancy of the house from 1942 to 1970 by an African American, William (“Doc”) Burleson,
who carefully preserved the building for almost 30 years; its importance to the celebration of the
Bicentennial in 1976; its survival during the Urban Renewal period as one of the first historic
preservation projects in San Marcos, and; its association with the founding of the Heritage
Association of San Marcos.
Following the sale of the house by the Cock heirs in 1907, the house went through
multiple owners until it was purchased by William (“Doc”) Precious Burleson in 1942. Whereas
Charles Cock lived in the house for 30 years, Burleson resided there for almost the same length
of time - 28 years. (The City of San Marcos holds the longest ownership for 48 years as of 2022).
Well known within the African American community as simply “Doc,” Burleson was likely a
descendant of one of the Edward Burleson slaves (more research is needed on this).
The Charles S. Cock House was designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1968
during the ownership of William “Doc” Burleson (1902-1983). Under the rules of the Texas
Historical Commission, an individual may not be mentioned in a marker text unless they have
been deceased for ten years. Thus, it was not even possible to include the Burleson ownership
within the marker at the time of its designation. The marker application states that the building is
“well preserved,” which is due to the care the Burleson family gave it during their ownership.
Subsequently, the Cock House was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1972 and
was designated a local landmark by the City of San Marcos in 2004.
The connection between urban renewal and the modern historic preservation movement
is not fully recognized. Following the implementation of urban renewal funding in the United
States, many cities experienced a massive loss of their historic fabric. President Johnson
appointed a special committee on historic preservation that resulted in the passage of the Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. As a result, any federally funded projects had to consider the affect on
historic buildings. Without the passage of this law, San Marcos could have lost the historic Cock
House.
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for more information on urban renewal and the historic preservation movement, see:
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservation/introduction.htm?fullweb=1
Although the City intended to restore the building as part of the American Bicentennial
Celebration in1976, it was temporarily occupied by the Food Commodity Program administered
by Hays County by late 1970, following the formal dedication of the historical marker. The
occupation for this program resulted in structural damage to the house due to the weight of the
hundreds of cartons of food stored within the building. The city engineer recommended this use
be discontinued in June of 1972, but the county did not vacate the building until October of
1972. While Doc Burleson carefully maintained the house for almost 30 years, the improper use
and care of the building caused major damage within two short years.
Controversy surrounded who would occupy the building before funding was finally
acquired for the restoration of the house. The San Marcos Bicentennial Commission worked
diligently to restore the building and to advocate for a public use of the house. To my knowledge,
this is the first historic preservation project by a governmental entity in Hays County. The
success of the project encouraged other such projects, including the preservation of the Hays
County Courthouse, downtown buildings, and other historic neighborhoods.
The San Marcos Bicentennial Commission eventually evolved into the creation of the
Heritage Association of San Marcos. The Heritage Association of San Marcos has carefully
preserved and maintained the historic house for decades, in addition to raising the community’s
awareness of the importance of preserving its rich heritage.

Submitted by Lila Kight
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Charles S. Cock Ownership
Cock’s biography from the marker files states Charles S. Cock was born in Alabama in
1819. He moved with his wife (Susanna Walker Cock) to Water Valley in Mississippi (no date).
In 1851 he moved to Texas with others, including Dr. and Mrs. Peter C. Woods. He moved to
San Marcos in 1852. His twins daughters were born Sept 27, 1850 in Bastrop. Cock died in 1897
and his wife in 1906. As the history of Charles Cock is well known and published in numerous
sources, his biographical information is not repeated here.

1865-66
Cock elected County Treasurer (verify date)
1866 (Sept 8)
C S Cock purchases Block 30 from James and Lizzie (Elizabeth) Ford for $60
1867 (June 20)
C S Cock purchases Lots 5 and 6 in Block 2 from Caton Erhard for $140. (Hays County Deed
Records: vol. E, page 230)
1867
Cock appointed County Clerk by Hays County Commissioners Court after James Ford resigned
(Hays County Commissioners Court Minutes, January 7, 1867, volume A, page 282)
1870
Cock’s two twin daughters marry in a double-ceremony.
Cecelia marries John A Montgomery
Cevelia marries John W Earnest (there are discrepancies in the spelling of her name)
1871 (July 29)
Cock gives lot 5 and two-thirds of lot 6 in Block 2 to his married daughter Cecelia Montgomery
who married John Montgomery in a double wedding with her sister in 1870.
(Hays County Deed Records: vol. G, page 256)
1878
Mr. Montgomery, of Squire Cock’s ranch, informed us sometime since that they have a field of
upwards of 300 acres in one enclosure, of which more than half is in small grain, mostly wheat,
and promising well
(San Marcos Free Press, March 30, 1878, page 5)
1878
W. C. Cock marries Miss Lavina Owens, daughter of W. S. B. Owens (married Oct. 16)
(San Marcos Free Press, October 19, 1878, page 5)
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1880
U. S. Census lists Charles Cock (age 61) as head of household living with:
wife
son Charles, age 25
son Lewis, age 19
daughter Civilia, age 29
son-in-law Earnest
1880
C S Cock sells to I&GN Railroad for right-of-way in Blocks 2 and 30
1881
Augustus Koch Bird’s Eye View of San Marcos [includes a view of the house]
1882-1885
Cock serves as Mayor of San Marcos. He was the fourth mayor, not the second mayor. The
RTHL marker states he was mayor from 1881-1883
(research provided by Evan Thompson through newspaper searches)
1882
editor of newspaper visits with Mr. Pegues and then called on Mayor Cock. “Their children have
all gone out into the world for themselves, Mrs. Earnest only being at home, we presume
temporarily.” (San Marcos Free Press, August 17, 1882, page 5)
1884 (Jan 14)
Cecelia Montgomery and her husband (both of Caldwell County) trade lot 5 and two-thirds of lot
6 in Block 2 for 100 acres of land from C S Cock. (Hays County Deed Records: vol. 63, page 30)
Also: newspaper article on “Cock’s Ranch,” San Marcos Free Press, January 17, 1884, page 3.
1885-1888
Cock elected Justice of the Peace (verify date)
1892
Cevelia and husband John Earnest build house at 833 Belvin
1895
DeWitt Taylor marries Cock’s granddaughter (December 24)
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1897
C S Cock died Jan 26, 1897 with no will. Thus all of his surviving children (5) deeded their share
of all property to his widow, Susana Cock,
Dewitt Taylor (married to Cock’s granddaughter) moves in with Mrs. Cock. They had lived
across the street from Mr. Cock. (acc to 1928 affidavit)
1900
U.S. Census has Susana Cock living in the household of Joseph (John ?) and Civilia Earnest (833
Belvin).
1906
Susana Cock died December 20, 1906 with a will (obituary: The Hays County Times and
Farmers’ Journal, December 21, 1906, page 12).
1909
Cecelia and John Montgomery build house at 819 Belvin, next door to her twin sister (Cevelia
Earnest)

1920 - Joseph “John” William Earnest dies (1844-1920)
1922 - Cecelia Montgomery dies (1850-1922)
1931 - Cevelia Earnest dies (1850-1931)
1932 - John Montgomery dies (1840-1932)
Sons of Charles and Susanna Cock
William Calvin Cock (1852-1921)
Dr. Louis Walker Cock (1860-1945)
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Intervening Years between Cock and Burleson Ownership (1907-1942)
1907
Cevelia (daughter of Charles C. Cock) and her husband, J. W. Earnest Cock House sell the Cock
House to H. C. Hubbs (Hays County deed records: vol. 54, page 240)
1908
Hubbs sells the house to Mrs. Compton (Hays County deed records: vol. 53, page 584)
1914
Mrs. Compton gives the house to her daughters, Mrs. Alice Philips and Mrs. Sarah Jenkins (Hays
County deed records: vol. 66, page 346)
1919 - House is now rented, perhaps to a daughter.
“Mrs. Compton, Davis Compton and Mrs. Sarah Jenkins have moved to their newly acquired
home, the Gassaway place on the Blanco near Tom Lee’s Home. Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Scott have
moved to the Mrs. Compton place.” [Note: there is a Ollie May Compton in deed records]
(San Marcos Record, November 21, 1919, page 11)
The descendants of Mrs. Compton sold the property to Willard Pennington in 1942.
Affidavit of A. B. Rogers and L. N. Hopkins (1942)
They attest well acquainted with the property now owned by Mrs. Sallie Jenkins (aka Mrs. Sarah
Jenkins) and the heirs of Mrs. Alice Phillips. Same being all of lot 5 and part of lot 6 in Block 2
at the corner of Union and Hopkins streets. They cite the deed records of Hubbs to Mrs.
Compton (Aug 26, 1908) and later conveyed by Mrs. Compton to Mrs. Sallie Jenkins and Mrs.
Alice Phillips (Sept 1, 1914).
“There is a house on the property and it was occupied by Mrs. M S Compton during her lifetime
and by her two daughters, Mrs. Sallie Jenkins and Mrs. Alice Phillips, and after the said Mrs.
Compton’s death by her two daughters, Sallie Jenkins and Alice Phillips, and after the death of
Mrs. Alice Phillips by Mrs. Sallie Jenkins.”
The property has been in the possession of Mrs. Compton and her daughters since 1908.
During a part of the time the said property was enclosed by a fence.
Signed Oct 2, 1942
Filed Oct 5, 1942
Hays County Deed records: vol. 125, page 259
(it should be noted that the affidavit was notarized by Willard Pennington)
Willard Pennington purchased A. B. Rogers Funeral Home (established in 1897) in 1945,
renaming it the Rogers-Pennington Funeral Home. It was located at the intersection of Hopkins
and Austin Streets. A new building was constructed at Comanche Street in 1956. Willard
Pennington died in 1957. Subsequently, it was owned by Edra Pennington Allbright, widow of
Willard Pennington (William C. Pennington managed the business and worked for his parents).
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The business was incorporated in 1967 with Edra Allbright as president; Bill Pennington as vicepresident; Hollis Smith as secretary/treasurer.
San Marcos Record, January 9, 1948, page 5.
“The Pennington Funeral Home Announces New Corporation,” San Marcos Record, March 16,
1967, page 4
San Marcos Daily Record, December 30, 2012, page 28
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William (“Doc”) Precious Burleson Ownership 1942-1970
1942 (Sept 25)
Willard Pennington acquires the house Sept. 25, 1942 (Hays County Deed Records: vol. 125,
page 264)
1942 (Oct 31)
William P. Burleson and wife Macon buy all of Lot 5 and part of Lot 6 for $750 from Willard
Pennington on October 31, approximately one month after Pennington purchased it. Burlleson
paid $300 down with $450 owed to Pennington. (Hays County Deed Records: vol. 125, page
509)
In 1950, William Burleson and his wife, Macon, sold a portion of their property to the east to
Bisenta Gauna “being a strip of land 57 feet wide off the east side of the parcel conveyed by
Pennington to Burleson and fronting 57 feet on Hopkins adjacent to the alley and running south
57 feet to the south line of the tract owned by Burleson”
(Hays County Deed Records, vol. 148, page 348, December 7, 1950)
1951
“Negro Woman Burns to Death in Dwelling”
Mary McMillon, age 75, dies in fire at her home at 415 E. Hopkins. Her neighbor, Mr. Burleson,
tried to save her but was unable to enter the house due to smoke and heat.
(San Marcos Record, December 14, 1951, page 1)
1967 (Nov 17)
Application for a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark received by THC
Application notes it is owned by William Burleson and is “well preserved with nice trees and
lawn.” Also, it is located “in an Urban Renewal Agency Project.” Also states :the original kitchen
was in the yard, but later built on the house with a porch. It is in its original shape except for the
front porch which had to be repaired.”
The narrative for the marker (2 pages) states that Burleson has lived there for 25 years. “They
have made needed repairs from time to time, leaving the house as it was when erected in 1867
except for the front porch.”
(from Marker files)
1968
RTHL marker approved
Marker Text for “Old Cock House”:
“Erected 1867 by Chas. S. Cock (1819-1897), farmer and city mayor (1881-1883). Home is built
of limestone, elm, pine and cedar.” (from THC files)
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1970 (June 20)
William Burleson and wife Macon sell the house to the Urban Renewal Agency of San Marcos
(parts of lot 5 and lot 6 for $21,500). (Hays County Deed Records: vol. 237, page 253)

1970 (June 25)
“Urban Renewal Agency Acquires River Properties”
A RTHL medallion ceremony will be held at Cock House July 18th.
Seven properties acquired: Cock House from Burleson; Molina; Cuevas; Vasquez; Natal; Gauna;
Ortis [Note: these were all the properties surrounding the Cock House and are indicated in a
c.1945 Sanborn map.] Restoration funds have been cut, but may be available next year. Have
hired someone for architectural plans. Article contains a photograph of the house. (San Marcos
Record, June 25, 1970, page 8)

1970 (July 18)
Dedication of RTHL (application submitted in 1967 and approved in 1968) for the Cock House
held July 18th. It is the 18th Medallion in nHays County.
“This will be the first project in the Urban Renewal River Project. The House will be restored
with funds from US Housing and Urban Renewal Agency. It will be maintained by the City of
San Marcos for both a meeting place for small groups and as a tourist attraction…. Mr. and Mrs.
Burleson and members of their family conducted guests on tours of the house.”
Burleson also talked about the cistern: “The cisterns has been covered with a steel plate and
cement by William P. (Doc) Burleson. Burleson says the cistern was still in excellent condition
when he enclosed it, and for the safety of his children and grandchildren, the cisterns was
covered. When I did this, I used an auger and drilled a hole in the cistern and the next morning it
was full of water from the drainage hole.”
(“Cock Home Receives County’s 18th Medallion,” San Marcos Record, July 23, 1970, page 2)
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William (“Doc”) Precious Burleson (1902-1983) - Biography

The following is a transcript of a biography of Doc Burleson by Rose Burleson
Sewell:
When William Precious “Doc” Burleson was born on August 28, 1902, in Martindale,
Texas, his father, Charley Burleson, was 25 and his mother, Classie Sorrell Burleson, was 25. He
was the fourth child of their two daughters and five sons.
Doc Burleson was a farmer and a renowned butcher. He could make his big knives tap
dance and sing on the steel sharpening rod and stone. He butchered at San Marcos’ Wuest
grocery store and several area slaughter houses. His wife Macon “Gray Ghost” was a Bible
versed homemaker, caretaker, gardener and beloved no nonsense mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother and neighborhood friend.
He married Macon Callahan on November 20, 1921 in San Marcos, Hays County. Their
early years of marriage were lived and worked one Fred H. Fickey Farm, Redwood, Texas along
the Cottonwood Creek. Prior to moving into San Marcos, they farmed out on the StaplesMartindale Road where they grew sorghum cane. After harvesting the cane, they used a mule to
walk round and around to squeeze juice out of the cane they fed into the milll for cooking
molasses. [additional information added by myself: “Mike Howard put in operation the 50 year
old Molasses Mill, which has been idle for a umber of years and has turned out some good
sorghum molasses, from cane from the Dick Gibson river bottom. Doc Burleson assisted in
cooking out the juice. The drouth prevented farmers from growing the cane.” from“Staples
News,” San Marcos Record, August 26, 1971, page 24]
They had eight children together: 4 sons and 4 daughters. All four of their sons were
drafted into the military during WW II. However, after reaching Ft. Sill, Oklahoma for training,
the eldest son was called back to work the fields; the youngest son was called back after
completing training to work the poultry farm. The farmers they sharecropped for complaining
and pulled strings as their businesses could not survive with all the sons gone.
Those four sons worked together to raise the money for their parents to purchase the
property at 402 East Hopkins in October 1942. Here they resided until 1970. Over the 28 years in
the house, many grandchildren were born and older relatives lived their last days under the care
of Doc and Macon Burleson. The daughter of Methodist Minister Frank and Cora Callahan (of
the lumber yard on Callahan Alley in San Marcos), Macon maintained the Sunday ritual of
remembering the Sabbath Day and keeping it Holy. Many Sundays included dinner with all their
children and grandchildren who were near enough to make it. They also housed Black students
attending Southwest Texas State University.
Numerous treasure hunters approached Doc and Macon about digging under the old Cock
house as they had heard treasure was buried there. Many times the hunters just showed up with
lots of equipment to begin the process, but Doc would not let them. Eventually a person
approached with a plan to do minimal damage in excavating. He found a single gold hair pin.
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After selling their home in 1970 due to the floods and Urban Renewal, Doc and Macon
settled on their farm at 1525 FM 1979, San Marcos, Texas
Doc passed from this world March 10, 1983, on his farm at the age of 80, and was buried
inn the family cemetery in Martindale, Texas. Macon moved to San Antonio near three of their
children and passed away at the age of 88 on August 2, 1992. She was also buried in Martindale.

Additional Information on Doc Burleson
Burleson lived in the home from 1942 to 1970, from when he was 40 years of age to 68 years of
age.
Although Southwest Texas State College desegregated in 1963, the residence halls remained
segregated. Doc Burleson and his wife Macon housed Black students attending the college
during this period. (https://news.txstate.edu/inside-txst/2020/from-segregation-to-integrationthe-first-black-students-at-texas-stateuniversity.html#:~:text=The%20women%20enrolled%20at%20Texas,and%20universities%20ac
ross%20the%20country).
During his ownership of the house, Burleson carefully preserved the historic home. The 1967
RTHL application notes that the house is “well preserved with nice trees and lawn … the original
kitchen was in the yard, but later built on the house with a porch. It is in its original shape except
for the front porch which had to be repaired … They have made needed repairs from time to
time, leaving the house as it was when erected in 1867 except for the front porch.”
Willard Pennington owned the house only for about a month in 1942 before selling it to Doc
Burleson for $750 ($300 in cash and one promissory one of $450). There may be a connection to
Pennington through Charley Williams, a good friend of Burleson’s. Charlie Williams worked for
years for Pennington’s Funeral Home (also when it was A. B. Rogers Funeral Home). It is
speculation, but perhaps it was difficult for Burleson to get a mortgage from a bank or perhaps
loans during World War II were scarce. Although it cannot be proven, Williams may have been
instrumental in obtaining the house for Burleson. He also played a role in the sale of the house
from Burleson to the City of San Marcos.
The friendship between Burleson and Williams is confirmed in several ways. One is a newspaper
article wherein Mr. and Mrs. William Burleson of Martindale [Burleson’s obituary states he was
from “Zorn”] are specifically mentioned as attending a surprise birthday part for Charlie
Williams. (San Marcos Record, February 14, 1974, page 20). Charley Williams served on the
Urban Renewal Board in San Marcos between 1970 and 1975. In an oral history of Charley
Williams, he recalls the purchase of the house in 1970 as part of the Veramendi Plaza project for
the program: “… so we bought them a farm out near Zorn. And then I think they had about
$15,000 left so after buying the farm we rebuilt the house for them.” (Transcript of Charley
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Williams oral history by Frances Stovall, Les Pistel and Marilyn Pistel, Institute of Texan
Cultures Oral History Program, June 7, 1988, pages 29, 32 and 35).
The Urban Renewal program of San Marcos paid Doc Burleson $21,500 for the property. Many
houses were either moved or demolished by the Urban Renewal Agency during this period.
Additional research on urban renewal in San Marcos could provide more information on typical
prices paid for properties and whether the Cock-Burleson House was the only one saved.

Obituary for Doc Burleson
Services will be held Monday at 1 pm at Jackson Chapel United Methodist Church for Doc
Burleson of Zorn, who died March 10 at the age of 80. Interment will be at Martindale Cemetery.
He was survived by his wife, eight children, 49 grandchildren, 39 great grandchildren, and 28
great great grandchildren. Also survived by a brother, Jessie Watson, and a sister Adella Burns
both of San Antonio. (San Marcos Record, March 11, 1983, page 1)

Children of Doc and Macon Burleson
Rufus Marshall Burleson 1922-2018 (of San Antonio)
Bernice (Burleson) Peoples 1923-2011 (of San Antonio)
Carl Dean Burleson 1924-1988 (of Los Angeles)
William Lewis Burleson 1926-1984 (of San Antonio)
Frank L. Burleson 1927-2017 (of San Marcos) born in Redwood
Corine (Burleson) Mathis 1928-2019 (of San Antonio)
Clara (Burleson) Reynolds 1930-2020 (of Austin) born in Redwood
Inez (Burleson) Courrington (of Trenton NJ)

Gravestone inscriptions at Martindale Cemetery
William Precious (Doc”) Burleson
born: August 28, 1902
died: March 10, 1983
“Papa Doc”
Macon Callahan Burleson
born Dec 29, 1903
died Aug 14, 1992
“Mama Macon”
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Purchase by Urban Renewal Agency and Restoration 1970-1976
1970 (June)
Cock House offered on a temporary basis for the Food Distribution Program - not certain of
exact date, but its mentioned in an article of June 29, 1972, page 31

1971 (January)
Chamber of Commerce announced at their meeting “there was a strong possibility that the
Chamber could obtain the historical Cock House for its office.”
(“Historic Site for Office Revealed in C of C Plans,” San Marcos Record, January 14, 1971,
page 1)
1971 (January)
Urban renewal will get $6 millions for the El Molino Project
(San Marcos Record, January 14, 1971, page 8)
1971 (July)
Hays County Commissioners ask the City of San Marcos to help build a new commodities center
for food distribution. The County took over the program nine months ago and it has increased
enormously. The costs for a new building would be $7,000 to $8,000. The Cock House is now
being used for the food distribution program, but the Chamber wants to use the building. The
Chamber said they would be ready for the building in the near future, but it would need to be
renovated for future use. Commissioner Wranitsky: “they’re not going to kick us out.”
(San Marcos Record, July 1, 1971, page 1)

1972 (June)
Urban Renewal Agency has asked the Food Commodity Program to vacate the Cock House.
“… it is being overloaded with food supplies.” The agency’s engineering firm “specifically
warned of the danger of the floor and wall separating, possibly causing the ceiling to fall.”
The house was offered on a temporary basis for the program win 1970.
(San Marcos Record, June 29, 1972, page 31)
1972 (August)
“Historic House Due National Recognition”
Lester Prokop, president of the Texas State Historical Survey, announced the Cock House
National Register of Historic Places nomination was in process. The house can now qualify for
federal grant funding through THC. A kitchen was in the yard of the Cock House but later was
built on to the house with a porch.
Veramendi Plaza is now under construction as part of the “River Project.”
(San Marcos Record, August 17, 1972, page 8)
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1972 (August)
“Historic House Funded”
City Council approved a resolution for a $25,500 grant from HUD to restore the house. It will be
used as an office for Parks and Recreation and as a tourist attraction. A couple of errors in the
article: “built back in the 1880s” and it was “first home to be built in San Marcos.”
Article contains a photo of the completed gazebo and the fountain.
(San Marcos Record, August 31, 1972, page 1)
1972 (Oct 4)
National Register nomination submitted to THC
Nomination notes that the house is being restored with a matching granting-aid from the Office
of Housing and Urban Development; it will be included in the Veramendi Plaza Project, an
Urban Renewal Program. It states that the house is in a deteriorated condition.
The nomination describes the house: “porch with small flanking galleries added before 1886 and
will be restored to a photograph from 1886.” It erroneously states it is “one of the last remaining
historic buildings in San Marcos.” (from NRHP files at THC)
1972 (Oct 5)
“Urban Renewal Dedication Set”
Juan Veramendi Plaza will be dedicated October 22nd. Hays County has emptied the building
and its is ready for use by the Urban Renewal Agency.
Two other projects are underway: San Marcos Neighborhood Development Program and El
Molino Urban Renewal Project
(San Marcos Record, October 5, 1972, page 1)
1972 (Oct 5)
“Commodity Center Relocates Office”
The program has moved from the Cock House to the old Railway Express Building at Edward
Gary and LBJ.
(San Marcos Record, October 5, 1972, page 4)
1972 or 1973
Date of photograph indicating use of the building as the San Marcos-Hays County Commodity
Distribution Center

1973 (June 5)
House is officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The nomination was
submitted in 1972.
(from NRHP files at THC)
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1973 (June 21)
Cock House has been NR listed. It was in a better condition than it is now. The building has
deteriorated because of use. Calling for its restoration.
(San Marcos Record, June 21, 1973, page 10)
1973 (July)
Tula Wyatt appears at Commissioners Court and asks Hays County for funds to restore the Cock
House for use by the Hays County Historical Society for a museum.
(San Marcos Record, July 19, 1973, page 13)

1974 (July)
City will be “repairing” the Cock House.
(San Marcos Record, July 25, 1974, page 17)
1974 (September)
The Chamber reported (from their meeting) that renovation of the Cock House for use as a
possible Chamber Office along with the temporary location for the Bicentennial Commission.
City would lease to the Chamber for a small fee for 99 years. Renovation of the house could cost
between $5,000 and $30,000.
(San Marcos Record, September 12, 1974, page 16)

1975
The first “Tour of Distinction” held by the San Marcos Bicentennial Commission which later
becomes the Heritage Association of San Marcos. The house has been on the tour every year
since this time.
(Heritage Association of San Marcos: A Treasury of Historical Architecture - 30th Anniversary
Yearbook, 2005)
1975 (February 6)
“Cock House Restoration Funded”
THC granted $15,000 to the restoration. One of only 19 projects across the state funded. The cost
is estimated at $40,000. Project has ranked with the city as a blow priority, but the grant may
change that.
(San Marcos Record, February 6, 1975, page 14)
1975 (February 13)
City Council will move up the Cock House Restoration two a first year priority and agreed two
fund a maximum of $20,000 to add to the $15,000 “expected grant.
(San Marcos Record, February 13, 1975, page 1)
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1975
Application for a grant from National Park Service (THC records). As of March, its is reported
that the restoration has only recently begun but little has been done at present. Application is
received September 25, 1975 with an ending date for the grant of October 2, 1978.
NPS grant of $15,000 with City of San Marcos match of $25,000
Project will involve “removal of the non-original front porch, rebuilding the wall and fireplace,
laying foundations to the porch, and reconstruction of the porch to its 1880s configuration;
roofing and interior painting.”
1975 (September 9)
“City Council Approves Funds for Cock House Restoration”
THC wants three protective covenants on the house. Bid of $38,781 from Stein Lumber
Company of Fredericksburg for the restoration. Council members Dibrell and Arredondo vote
against the project.
Note: This is the first meeting the City Council holds in the new chambers at new city hall.
(“City Council Approves Funds for Cock House Restoration,” San Marcos Record, September 9,
1975, page 1)
1975 (September 18)
Bicentennial Commission announces $2,500 grant from American Revolution Bicentennial
Commission of Texas to fund furnishings for Cock House. Grant must be matched. When
renovated, Cock House will be used as a meeting place and serve as headquarters and a small
museum for Bicentennial memorabilia.
(San Marcos Record, September 18, 1975, page 13)
1975 (October 2)
Cock House will be a “mini culture center” to enhance the River Walk. Hope to open it in April
1976
(San Marcos Record, October 2, 1975, page 19)
1975 (October 9)
Family Reunion of the Montgomery and Cock families at Juan Veramendi laza held on October
4th.
(San Marcos Record, October 9, 1975, page 19)
1975 (October 16)
Citizen meetings held to discuss use of the Community Development Funds. “other projects
underway include…Cock House restoration.”
(San Marcos Record, October 16, 1975, page 2)
1975 (November 6)
Heritage Association of San Marcos established
(San Marcos Record, November 6, 1975, page 14)
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1975 (November 6)
At the City Council meeting, the Chamber of Commerce proposed using the Cock House and
fully staff it with a receptionist and pay the utility bills. If they were allowed to build another
structure on the property, the city could once again have full use of the Cock House
(San Marcos Record, November 6, 1975, pages 1, 8)
1975 (November 20)
“Cock House Occupancy Uncertain”
The Chamber and the Bicentennial Commission have “butted heads.”
Chamber can not afford to renovate the building and then move in - but they are still interested in
occupying the building. They also want to build a new building behind it and have a 50-car
parking lot.
(San Marcos Record, November 20, 1975, page 9)
1975 (November 23)
The restoration of the Cock House began to be considered in 1974 and has become controversial.
The $38,000 price tag for the project brought concerns from citizens and the city sought
matching funds and allocated $20,000 from city community development funds. The San Marcos
Bicentennial Commission supported the project and wanted it to house historic artifacts and
become a museum. The Chamber of Commerce was also interested in occupying the house.
(“Future of Cock House to be Decided Monday,” San Marcos Record, November 23, 1975, p. 1)
1975 (November 26)
“Cock House, Airport Differences Settled”
There was a controversy at last week’s council workshop - both the Chamber and the
Bicentennial Commission want to occupy the building. Councilman Flores negotiated by putting
it under Parks and Recreation for use by local groups, but not until after the conclusion of 1976
events.
(San Marcos Record, November 26, 1975, page 1)

1976 (February)
Restoration of the Cock House was completed earlier this week.
(San Marcos Record, February 26, 1976, page 1)
1976 (April 8)
Architect for the restoration was Tyrus Cox.
“Cock House Dedication Set Friday, San Marcos Record, April 8, 1976, page 1)
1976 (April 9)
Formal dedication of the Cock House by the San Marcos Bicentennial Commission.
This is their third Heritage Ceremony. Veramendi Plaza has been the location of Heritage and
Festival USA events throughout the Bicentennial era (begun in 1972). Received RTHL in 1968
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and city bought it in 1972 (error in article). NR in 1973 through the Hays County Historical
Commission. City has been rebuilding it since 1973.
(San Marcos Record, April 11, 1976, page 11)
1976 (April 25)
City considers selling parcel of land across the street and to the west of the Cock House for a
Sambo’s chain restaurant. “The property (48,676 square feet) is part of the old Urban Renewal
project in which much land in the C. M. Allen Parkway and the Cheatham Street areas was
cleared with federal funds for eventual resale and redevelopment.” [note: the restaurant was built
but was later demolished]
(“City to Contemplate Sale of Land for Restaurant,” San Marcos Record, April 25, 1976, page 1)
1976 (November)
“Cock House to Get Sign,” San Marcos Record, November 21, 1976, page 10
1976 (December)
“This Bicentennial year has seen a great surge of restoration of fine old buildings in San Marcos
and all over Texas. The Cock House in Sa nMarcos is one prime example. And while there was
some controversy over the matter of spending a lot of money in its restoration, there are few who
will now say they opposed it.”
(Interior of the County Courthouse under restoration - “Restoration,” San Marcos Daily Record,
December 9, 1976, page 2

Postscript
2004
Charles Cock House designated a local historic landmark by the City of San Marcos, along with
the Merriman Cabin, the Fish Hatchery Building, the Dunbar School Building and the Oak
Heights Live Oak Tree, as “the most significant of the City-owned historic buildings.”.
(City of San Marcos Ordinance No. 2004-16, April 12, 2004)
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LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK OR LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT DESINGATION
PROCESS
Action
Input
Outcome
Criteria for Approval

Initial Report to
Commission for
Approval

Public Hearing at HPC
on establishment of
Historic District or
Historic Landmark

Public Hearing at
Planning & Zoning
Commission on
establishment of
Historic District or
Historic Landmark

HPC renders
recommendation

P&Z renders
recommendation

Public Hearing at City
Council on
establishment of
Historic District or
Historic Landmark

Application Made
(either by private
property owner or
Historic Preservation
Commission)
Identifies historic
significance of district
or landmark

Reflects current
characteristics of the
area

Following factors* should be considered in approval of a new
district or new landmark:
A. Historical, architectural, and cultural significance of the site(s);
Regulations for designation are found in
Chapter 2, Article 5, Division 4, San Marcos
Development Code.

City Council
approves or denies
establishment of
district or landmark
via ordinance

B. Suitability for preservation or restoration;
C. Educational value; and
D. Satisfaction of criteria established for inclusion of the site(s)
and/or district in the National Register of Historic Places
*Expansion currently in discussion by the Commission

Personal Notice of
designation is sent
to property owners
within new district
or new landmark
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RESOLUTION 1997- 88

R

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN
MARCOS, TEXAS, ADOPTING A POLICY FOR NAMING CITY

PARKS AND

FACIl,.
ITIES;AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN MARCOS, TEXAS:

I~

PART 1.

The

authority to name city parks, buildings, rooms, and other city facilities
resides with the City Council. Only names submitted by the City Manager shall be
considered.

PART 2.

When determined to be appropriate by the city manager, recognition plaques
may be placed on features within facilities, such as fountains, reflective pools, or special
rooms without actually naming the feature. City Council
approval is not required for
of
such
placement
recognition plaques.

PART 3.

Facilities may be named for individuals
wellknown state

community,
concepts. Facilities will

or

national leaders,

or

organizations from the local

geographical locations, events, or
they have been deceased for

not be named for individuals unless

at least two years.

PART 4.

For the

considered, one

name

or more

of

an

of the

The individual

individual

following

or
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the local

community to be
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organization will have performed outstanding
community. Generally, the service shall have been performed
activity associated with the facility.

a.

b.
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or
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a

and/or

in the

area
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contribution of
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development, maintenance

service to the

operation of the

park, building, or facility.
PART 5.
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room or
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Any person or group may submit a
park. The nomination must be in writing
biographical

a.

a

b.

a
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c.

a

statement
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description of the person's
community or departmental activity;

building,
d.
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noting the appropriateness
park; and

name

facility, building,
things as:
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is
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or

of the

proposed

involvement in the
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for the

facility,

room or

estimate of the cost required to place
implement the new name.

(or replace) signs

and

plaques

as

needed to

PART 6.

jurisdiction

I

Nominations should be sent to the board, commission, or department having
the facility. If the board or department concurs with the recommended

over

name, then it will forward its recommendation to the

approves, the

name

will be submitted to the

City

City Manager. If the City Manager
approval of the name.

Council for final

PART 7. That this Resolution is in full force and effect
passage.

ADOPTED this

9t~
ay

of

June ,

1997.

Billy G. Moore
Mayor

immediately

from and after its

