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hpcommission@sanmarcostx.gov beginning the day prior to the meeting and before 12:00PM the day 
of the meeting. A call-in number to join by phone or link will be provided for participation on a mobile 
device, laptop or desktop computer. If attending in person, no sign up is required.   
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Notice of Assistance at the Public Meetings 
 
The City of San Marcos is committed to compliance with the American with Disabilities Act.  Reasonable 
modifications and equal access to communications will be provided upon request.  If requiring Sign 
Language Interpreters or alternative formats, please give notice at least 2 days (48 hours) before the 
meeting date.  Individuals who require auxiliary aids and services for this meeting should contact the 
City of San Marcos ADA Coordinator at 512-393-8000 (voice) or call Texas Relay Service (TRS) by 
dialing 7-1-1. Requests can also be faxed to 855-461-6674 or sent by e-mail to 
ADArequest@sanmarcostx.gov.  For more information on the Historic Preservation Commission, 
please contact Alison Brake, Historic Preservation Officer at 512.393.8232 or 
abrake@sanmarcostx.gov.   
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staying in the Dunbar neighborhood, but in order to do so the church would have to be 
demolished and rebuilt.  
 
Marilyn Johnson, 2620 Cameltrail, New Braunfels, TX, stated that she was born and raised 
in the church, married in the church, and her father and uncles helped restore the church 
many years ago. She stated that she was in favor of the demolition request even though 
she had sentimental ties to the church. She said that people will not attend a worship service 
held in an unsafe environment and the church will not grow in its present condition. 
 
John Leonard, 2705 Leslie Lane, stated that he was a trustee of Jackson Chapel and was 
in favor the demolition request. He expressed that he wanted a safe place for people to 
worship.  
 
Ralph Merriweather, no address given, stated he was in favor of the request. He stated that 
his family has long standing with the church and preservation should not override public 
safety. 
 
Luther Webster, 125 Redwood Drive, Kyle, TX, stated that he was a retired medical provider, 
and he was concerned for the public health of individuals who attended the church as the 
conditions inside the church are so bad. He relayed a story about rodents being found inside 
the chapel building.  
 
Billy Ray Callihan, 740 Centre Street, stated that he was in opposition of the request but 
explained that he was speaking from somewhat of a vacuum. He stated he did not realize 
the seriousness of his church. He expressed concerns of the church not being rebuilt within 
the neighborhood.  
 
Mary Ellen Frasier, Kyle, TX, stated that she was in favor of the request and echoed the 
sentiment that the church would be rebuilt in the same location.  
 
Deborah Giles Webster, 125 Redwood Drive, Kyle, TX, stated that she was in favor of the 
request. She stated that in its current state, the church is another eye-sore in the 
neighborhood and she would love for it to become an even brighter beacon for those seeking 
solace and protection.  
 
Lila Knight, Kyle, TX, stated that she was disheartened at the condition of the building and 
that despite the condition, the building was a very good example of Mid-Century architecture 
in, not only the Dunbar Neighborhood, but also the City of San Marcos. She said that she 
believed if the building was torn down that there would still be enough historic fabric in the 
area to move forward with a National Register of Historic Places designation of the area. 
She stated that the Commission had a difficult task. 
 
There were no further questions and Commissioner Perkins closed the public hearing.  
 
Discussion between the Commission and the applicant followed. There was much 
discussion regarding the reuse of material from the old church in the rebuilding of the new 
church. Additionally, Commissioner Perkins implored the applicant to document the existing 
church by taking photographs of the exterior and the interior as well as look into having 
measured drawings of the building done.  
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Summary 
Request:  Replacement of the existing double car garage door with a single car garage door 

Replacement of garage roofing material (shingles) with standing seam metal roof 
Replacement of second story front porch handrail 
New wall vent on northeast elevation for a gas fireplace 
New wall sconces to lower- and upper-level porches 

Applicant: Andrew Dasso 
621 West San Antonio 
Street 
San Marcos, TX 78666 

Property Owner: Stephen & Alicia Dasso 
621 West San Antonio 
Street 
San Marcos, TX 78666 

Notification 
Personal Mailing: May 20, 2022 Posted Notice: May 20, 2022 
Response: One in favor from 627 W. San Antonio Street (Attached) 

Property Description 
Address: 621 West San Antonio. (See: Aerial Map) 
Location: North of the intersection with Scott Street 
Historic District: San Antonio Street Contributing Structure Yes 
Date Constructed: 1868 My Historic SMTX 

Resources Survey: 
High 

National Register of 
Historic Places: 

Listed �t 1983 (Ragsdale-
Jackman-Yarbrough 
House) 

Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark: 

Yes - 1972 (Ragsdale-
Jackman-Yarbrough 
House) 

Building Description: Two-story, 3,118 sq. ft. single-family Greek Revival-style residential home. 
 

My Historic SMTX Historic Resources Survey Summary 

 Low  Medium X High 
High priority properties are those resources which have retained integrity, are significant or rare examples of a 
particular type or style, and/or have significant associations with the community. Typically, high priority properties are 
recommended as National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or local landmark eligible either individually or as part of 
a potential historic district based on the results of research and survey efforts. 
The database states the property boasts a side-gabled roof, original wood siding, original wood windows, and original 
Italianate-influenced double door with transom, and original decorative roof brackets. The Official Texas Historic 
Marker states that the home was built in 1868 for Peter G. Ragsdale (1810-1882), a veteran of the army of the 
Republic of Texas. Following his death, �Z�]�•���Á�]�(�������o�u�]�Œ�����}�‰���Œ���š�����������P�]�Œ�o�[�•���•���Z�}�}�o��in the home until it sold in 1891 to 
William T. Jackman, a trail driver to Kansas (1870s-80s) and Hays County sheriff (1892-1912), postmaster of San 
Marcos (1913-1920) and president of the Trail Drivers Association (1931-1937). The home was restored in 1947 by Mr. 
and Mrs. Yancy Yarbrough, local educators. The NRHP nomination form notes this home as oldest occupied residence 
in town. (See Attached, Historic Resources Survey Inventory Form and 1983 National Register of Historic 
Places Nomination Form) 
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Current Request 
 

Various exterior alterations are proposed by the applicant. The applicant is proposing to replace the existing 
garage double car garage door with a single car garage door as well as replacing the existing shingle roofing 
material with a standing seam metal roof. A new carport is proposed to be constructed behind the garage. It 
will not be seen from the right-of-way and therefore was not reviewed. Additionally, the applicant is 
proposing to replace the handrail located on the second-story balcony on the front façade with one that 
meets Building Code as they wish to activate this space; it currently functions mostly as a decorative space. 
This requires the height of the handrail to be increased and the applicant proposed to install new posts and 
balusters. The property owners will be replacing the wood burning fireplace with a gas fireplace which 
requires a vent to the exterior to be installed. The small vent will be installed on the north side elevation, 
located adjacent to the driveway. The existing gas meter and electrical service panel are also located on this 
side of the home. Last, the applicant is proposing new wall sconces to softly light both the lower- and upper-
level porches.  
 
Please refer to attached documents for the application documents, site plans, photographs and material 
descriptions, and renderings. 
My Historic SMTX Photograph 
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Staff Evaluation Criteria for Approval (Sec.2.5.5.4) 

No Affect 
 

Consideration of the effect of the activity on historical, architectural, or cultural 
character of the Historic District or Historic Landmark 
Approval of the request would not affect the activity noted above. 

N/A For Historic Districts, compliance with the Historic District regulations 

No 
Whether the property owner would suffer extreme hardship, not including loss 
of profit, unless the certificate of appropriateness is issued 
The property owner will not suffer an extreme hardship 

See Analysis Below The construction and repair standard and guidelines cited in Section 4.5.2.1 
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ALTERATIONS TO DETACHED GARAGE 

Staff Evaluation 

Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
New construction and existing buildings and structures and 
appurtenances thereof within local Historic Districts that are moved, 
reconstructed, materially altered or repaired shall be visually 
compatible with other buildings to which they are visually related 
generally in terms of the following factors; provided, however, these 
guidelines shall apply only to those exterior portions of buildings and 
sites visible from adjacent public streets: Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
a. Height. The height of a proposed building shall be visually 
compatible with adjacent buildings.  

X   

b. �W�Œ�}�‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v���}�(�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�[�•���(�Œ�}�v�š���&����������. The relationship of the width 
of a building to the height of the front elevation shall be visually 
compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually related.  
The new garage door will not alter the width of the garage.  

  N/A 
c. Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the 
width of the windows in a building shall be visually compatible with 
the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

X   

d. Rhythm of solids to voids in front Facades. The relationship of solids 
to voids in the front facade of a building shall be visually compatible 
with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
Single car garage doors as recommended by the Historic District 
Design Guidelines. 

X   

e. Rhythm of spacing of Buildings on Streets. The relationship of a 
building to the open area between it and adjoining buildings shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 
The open space between the garage and the home will not change.  

  N/A 

f. Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projection. The relationship of 
entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

X   

g. Relationship of materials, texture and color. The relationship of the 
materials, and texture of the exterior of a building including its 
windows and doors, shall be visually compatible with the predominant 
materials used in the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
�d�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•�������u���š���o���Œ�}�}�(�]�v�P���u���š���Œ�]���o���Á�]�o�o���u���š���Z���š�Z�������Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P���Z�}�u���[�•��
metal roof which was approved in 2021 by the Commission.  

X   
h. Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually 
compatible with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
The roof shape of the garage is not proposed to change.  
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X   

i. Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building including walls, 
fences, and building facades shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of 
enclosure along a street, to ensure visual compatibility of the building 
to the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
The garage location remains behind the front wall of the house and 
the new doors are single car doors as recommended by the Historic 
District Design Guidelines.  

  N/A 

j. Scale of a Building. The size of a building, the mass of a building in 
relation to open areas, the windows, door openings, porches and 
balconies shall be visually compatible with the other buildings to 
which it is visually related. 

See Attached Historic District 
Guidelines (if necessary)  

See Secretary of the Interior 
Standards Analysis Below 

The Historic Preservation Commission may use as general guidelines, 
in addition to the specific guidelines contained in this section, the 
Historic District Guidelines located in Appendix C of the San Marcos 
Design Manual, and the current Standards for Historic Preservation 
Projects issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
See attached Sections C.1.2.4, C.3.2.5, and C.3.2.6, Historic District 
Design Guidelines, Appendix C, San Marcos Design Manual 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships. 
The property remains a single-family residence. 

X   

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 
The existing garage doors are not distinctive features of the 
home.  

X   

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
Single car doors as recommended by the Historic Design 
Guidelines. 

X   

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and preserved. 
Single car garage doors as recommended by the Historic District 
Design Guidelines. 

X   

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved. 
The existing garage doors are not distinctive features of the 
home. 

X   

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 
Single car garage doors as recommended by the Historic District 
Design Guidelines. Metal roofs are common in the historic 
districts.  

  N/A 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage 
to historic materials will not be used. 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 

such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 

X   

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to 
protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
�D���š���o���Œ�}�}�(�•�����Œ�������}�u�u�}�v���]�v���š�Z�����Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�•�V���š�Z�����Z�}�u���[�•���v���Á��
metal roof was approved in 2021. The single car doors for the 
garage are more consistent that the existing double wide garage 
door.  

X   

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
The garage door can be removed in the future without impairing 
the integrity of the property.  
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ALTERATION TO UPPER-LEVEL PORCH 

Staff Evaluation 

Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
New construction and existing buildings and structures and 
appurtenances thereof within local Historic Districts that are moved, 
reconstructed, materially altered or repaired shall be visually 
compatible with other buildings to which they are visually related 
generally in terms of the following factors; provided, however, these 
guidelines shall apply only to those exterior portions of buildings and 
sites visible from adjacent public streets: Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
a. Height. The height of a proposed building shall be visually 
compatible with adjacent buildings.  

  N/A 
b. �W�Œ�}�‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v���}�(�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�[�•���(�Œ�}�v�š���&����������. The relationship of the width 
of a building to the height of the front elevation shall be visually 
compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
c. Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the 
width of the windows in a building shall be visually compatible with 
the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
d. Rhythm of solids to voids in front Facades. The relationship of solids 
to voids in the front facade of a building shall be visually compatible 
with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

e. Rhythm of spacing of Buildings on Streets. The relationship of a 
building to the open area between it and adjoining buildings shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

X   

f. Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projection. The relationship of 
entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 
A railing on this balcony has existing in some form or fashion since 
the 1940s. The current railing on this balcony was replaced in 2018 
by the previous owner after receiving an approved Certificate of 
Appropriateness. 

X   

g. Relationship of materials, texture and color. The relationship of the 
materials, and texture of the exterior of a building including its 
windows and doors, shall be visually compatible with the predominant 
materials used in the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
The materials and style of the proposed new railing is compatible 
with the home. 

  N/A 
h. Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually 
compatible with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
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Staff Evaluation Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
 Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 

i. Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building including walls, 
fences, and building facades shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of 
enclosure along a street, to ensure visual compatibility of the building 
to the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

j. Scale of a Building. The size of a building, the mass of a building in 
relation to open areas, the windows, door openings, porches and 
balconies shall be visually compatible with the other buildings to 
which it is visually related. 

See Attached Historic District 
Guidelines (if necessary)  

See Secretary of the Interior 
Standards Analysis Below 

The Historic Preservation Commission may use as general guidelines, 
in addition to the specific guidelines contained in this section, the 
Historic District Guidelines located in Appendix C of the San Marcos 
Design Manual, and the current Standards for Historic Preservation 
Projects issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
See attached Sections C.1.2.4 and C.3.4.5, Historic District Design 
Guidelines, Appendix C, San Marcos Design Manual 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships. 
The property remains a single-family residence. 

X   

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 
The current railing on this balcony was replaced in 2018 by the 
previous owner after receiving an approved Certificate of 
Appropriateness.  

X   

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
The new balcony railing is not conjectural. A railing on this 
balcony has existing in some form or fashion since the 1940s.  

X   

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and preserved. 
The current railing on this balcony was replaced in 2018 by the 
previous owner after receiving an approved Certificate of 
Appropriateness. 

X   

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved. 
A railing on this balcony has existing in some form or fashion 
since the 1940s. The current railing on this balcony was replaced 
in 2018 by the previous owner after receiving an approved 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 

X   

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 
The materials and style of the proposed new railing is compatible 
with the home.  
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 

using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage 
to historic materials will not be used. 

  N/A 
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 

such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 

X   

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to 
protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
The materials and style of the proposed new railing is compatible 
with the home 

  N/A 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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GAS FIREPLACE VENT 

Staff Evaluation 

Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
New construction and existing buildings and structures and 
appurtenances thereof within local Historic Districts that are moved, 
reconstructed, materially altered or repaired shall be visually 
compatible with other buildings to which they are visually related 
generally in terms of the following factors; provided, however, these 
guidelines shall apply only to those exterior portions of buildings and 
sites visible from adjacent public streets: Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
a. Height. The height of a proposed building shall be visually 
compatible with adjacent buildings.  

  N/A 
b. �W�Œ�}�‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v���}�(�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�[�•���(�Œ�}�v�š���&����������. The relationship of the width 
of a building to the height of the front elevation shall be visually 
compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
c. Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the 
width of the windows in a building shall be visually compatible with 
the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
d. Rhythm of solids to voids in front Facades. The relationship of solids 
to voids in the front facade of a building shall be visually compatible 
with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

e. Rhythm of spacing of Buildings on Streets. The relationship of a 
building to the open area between it and adjoining buildings shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

  N/A 

f. Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projection. The relationship of 
entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

  X 

g. Relationship of materials, texture and color. The relationship of the 
materials, and texture of the exterior of a building including its 
windows and doors, shall be visually compatible with the predominant 
materials used in the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
The new vent is required for the new gas fireplace. It will be located 
on a secondary façade and is relatively small. It is also located on a 
façade that includes other modern amenities such as the existing gas 
meter and electrical service panel. 

  N/A 

h. Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually 
compatible with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
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Staff Evaluation Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1)) 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 

i. Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building including walls, 
fences, and building facades shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of 
enclosure along a street, to ensure visual compatibility of the building 
to the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

j. Scale of a Building. The size of a building, the mass of a building in 
relation to open areas, the windows, door openings, porches and 
balconies shall be visually compatible with the other buildings to 
which it is visually related. 

See Attached Historic District 
Guidelines (if necessary)  

See Secretary of the Interior 
Standards Analysis Below 

The Historic Preservation Commission may use as general guidelines, 
in addition to the specific guidelines contained in this section, the 
Historic District Guidelines located in Appendix C of the San Marcos 
Design Manual, and the current Standards for Historic Preservation 
Projects issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
See attached Sections C.1.2.4 and C.3.2.6, Historic District Design 
Guidelines, Appendix C, San Marcos Design Manual 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships. 
The property remains a single-family residence. 

X   

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 
The new vent is required for the new gas fireplace. It will be 
located on a secondary façade and is relatively small. It is also 
located on a façade that includes other modern amenities such as 
the existing gas meter and electrical service panel.  

X   

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
The new vent is not a conjectural feature. It is required for the 
proposed new gas fireplace.  

  N/A 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 

their own right will be retained and preserved. 

X   

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved. 
The new vent is relatively small and will be located on a 
secondary façade allowing the distinctive features of the home to 
be preserved.  

  N/A 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 

  N/A 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 

using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage 
to historic materials will not be used. 

  N/A 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to 
protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
The new vent is relatively small and will be located on a 
secondary façade. 

X   

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
The new vent could be removed, and the siding repaired should a 
future property owner decide to replace the gas fireplace.  
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WALL SCONCE LIGHTING ON FRONT FAÇADE  

Staff Evaluation 

Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
New construction and existing buildings and structures and 
appurtenances thereof within local Historic Districts that are moved, 
reconstructed, materially altered or repaired shall be visually 
compatible with other buildings to which they are visually related 
generally in terms of the following factors; provided, however, these 
guidelines shall apply only to those exterior portions of buildings and 
sites visible from adjacent public streets: Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 
a. Height. The height of a proposed building shall be visually 
compatible with adjacent buildings.  

  N/A 
b. �W�Œ�}�‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v���}�(�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�[�•���(�Œ�}�v�š���&����������. The relationship of the width 
of a building to the height of the front elevation shall be visually 
compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
c. Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the 
width of the windows in a building shall be visually compatible with 
the other buildings to which it is visually related.  

  N/A 
d. Rhythm of solids to voids in front Facades. The relationship of solids 
to voids in the front facade of a building shall be visually compatible 
with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

e. Rhythm of spacing of Buildings on Streets. The relationship of a 
building to the open area between it and adjoining buildings shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

  N/A 

f. Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projection. The relationship of 
entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of a building shall be 
visually compatible to the other buildings to which it is visually 
related. 

X   

g. Relationship of materials, texture and color. The relationship of the 
materials, and texture of the exterior of a building including its 
windows and doors, shall be visually compatible with the predominant 
materials used in the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
Exterior lighting such as this is not uncommon in the historic districts.  
There are other homes in the immediate vicinity that include similar 
lighting on the front façade; the home adjacent to the subject 
property at 627 West San Antonio Street has a wall sconce as does 
the home at 705 West San Antonio Street. 

  N/A 

h. Roof shapes. The roof shape of a building shall be visually 
compatible with the other buildings to which it is visually related. 
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Staff Evaluation Construction and Repair Standards (Sec.4.5.2.1(I)(1))  
 Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

  N/A 

i. Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building including walls, 
fences, and building facades shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of 
enclosure along a street, to ensure visual compatibility of the building 
to the other buildings to which it is visually related. 

  N/A 

j. Scale of a Building. The size of a building, the mass of a building in 
relation to open areas, the windows, door openings, porches and 
balconies shall be visually compatible with the other buildings to 
which it is visually related. 

See Attached Historic District 
Guidelines (if necessary)  

See Secretary of the Interior 
Standards Analysis Below 

The Historic Preservation Commission may use as general guidelines, 
in addition to the specific guidelines contained in this section, the 
Historic District Guidelines located in Appendix C of the San Marcos 
Design Manual, and the current Standards for Historic Preservation 
Projects issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
See attached Section C.3.2.6(C)(8), Historic District Design Guidelines, 
Appendix C, San Marcos Design Manual 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships. 
The property remains a single-family residence. 

X   

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. 
The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will 
be avoided. 
Installing the new light fixtures in a location that does not 
distract from the façade of the building while still directing light 
to where it is needed maintains consistency with this Standard. 

X   

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, 
place and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
The wall sconces are not conjectural. There are other homes in 
the immediate vicinity that include similar lighting on the front 
façade; the home adjacent to the subject property at 627 West 
San Antonio Street has a wall sconce as does the home at 705 
West San Antonio Street.  

  N/A 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in 

their own right will be retained and preserved. 

  N/A 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 

techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved. 

  N/A 

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 

  N/A 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken 

using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage 
to historic materials will not be used. 

  N/A 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be 
undertaken. 
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Staff Evaluation Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
Consistent Inconsistent Neutral 

X   

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction 
will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to 
protect the integrity of the property and its environment. 
The new light fixtures are of simple design and compatible with 
the home.  

X   

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
The light fixtures could be removed in the future without 
impairing the integrity of the structure.   



  TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Historic Resources Survey FormProject #: 00046 Local Id: R24605

County: City: SAN MARCOS

Address No: 621

Hays

306

Street Name: W SAN ANTONIO ST Block: 2

Owner Information Name: MCCARTY KATHRYN A & DAVID A

Address: 621 W SAN ANTONIO ST City: SAN MARCOS State: TX Zip: 78666

Geographic Location Latitude: 29.878982 Longitude: -97.946246

Legal Description (Lot\Block): D S COMBS 9-34 LOT NE PT OF 1 & NW PT OF 2 BLK 1 GEO#90203840

Addition/Subdivision: Year:

OtherOTHM

Property Type:

Current Designations:

NHL LocalSALHTCRTHL

NR District

NR Is property contributing?

Architect: Builder

Contruction Date: 1868 Source OTHM/RTHL, NRHP Nom

Recorded By: Elizabeth Porterfield/Hicks & Company Date Recorded: 2/1/2019

Function 

Current: Domestic

SECTION 2 

Ca. 1868 Greek Revival-style residence; side-gabled roof, original wood siding, original wood windows, and original Italianate-
influenced double door with transom, and original balcony balustrade; decorative roof brackets; per OTHM, built in 1868 for Peter G. 
Ragsdale (1810-1882); his wife Elmira operated a girls school here after his death; sold in 1891 to William T. Jackman (trail driver 
and Hays Co. sheriff); restored in 1947 by Mr. and Mrs. Yancy Yarbrough; noted in NR nom as oldest occupied residence in town

Additions, modifcations

Relocated

Explain: Per NR nom, orig. round porch supports replaced with square pillars in 1947

Explain:

Architectural Description

Current Name:

Historic Name: Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbrough House

Historic: Domestic

 Basic Inventory Information

SECTION 1 

Building Listed NR Distrct Name: San Antonio Street Local Historic District

Parcel Id Phase 2



  TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Historic Resources Survey FormProject #: 00046 Local Id: R24605

County: City: SAN MARCOS

Address No: 621

Hays

306

Street Name: W SAN ANTONIO ST Block: 2

Greek Revival, Italianate (influences)

Structural Details

Stylistic Influence

Wood Siding

Wood,, Double hung

Double (original), With Transom

Chimneys

Porches/Canopies

Flat Roof, BalconyFORM

Box columns; Jigsawn balustradeSUPPORT

MATERIAL

ANCILLARY BUILDINGS:

Garage: Detached garage Barn: Shed: Other:

Landscape Features

Gable

Composition Shingles

Rectangular

Roof Materials

Wall Materials

Windows

Doors (Primary Entrance)

Roof Form Plan

SECTION 3 Historical Information
Associated Historical Context

Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

Applicable National Register (NR) Criteria:

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinctions

Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory of history

A

B

C

D

Levels of Significance: National State Local

Integrity: Location Design Materials Workmanship Setting Feeling Association

Is Property Contributing?:Individually Eligible? Within Potential NR District?:

Priority Explain: NRHP listed; RTHL/OTHM; contributing to local historic district

Other Information

Is prior documentation available for this resource? Type HABS Survey Other

High 

Yes Yes

Yes

Significant/intact example of type/style; reflects mid-19th-cent. neighborhood dev.; assoc. with former girls school
Areas of Significance:

Periods of Significance:
ca. 1868-1975

Integrity Notes:

Documentation Details:
NR Nom, 1983; OTHM

Potential NR District Name: San Antonio Street Historic District

Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history

Architecture, Community Development, Education
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17.  Name:  Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarboug h Hous e 

Locat ion :  62 1 Wpst  Sa n Antoni o S t ree t 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  Categor y -  b u i l d i n g ;  Ownershi p -  p r i v a t e ;  Statu s -  occupied ; 
Accessibl e -  yes ,  r e s t r i c t e d ;  Presen t  us e -  residence . 

Owner  o f  proper ty :  Mr .  an d Mrs .  Yanc y Yarbroug h 
621 West  Sa n Antoni o St ree t 
San Marcos ,  Texa s 7866 6 

Desc r ip t i on :  Condi t io n -  good ;  A l t e r e d ;  O r i g i n a l  s i t e . 

I n p lan ,  th e two-stor y Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbroug h Hous e genera l l y  fo l l ow s a  rectangula r 
layou t  w i t h c e n t r a l  h a l l .  A  one-stor y k i t che n an d l i b r a r y extend s towar d th e east . 
The f r o n t  (northwest )  facad e i s  symmetrical .  A  f l a t - r o o f e d ,  three-ba y porc h o n squar e 
p i l l a r s an d e igh t  shut tere d window s w i t h four -over - fou r  l i g h t s ar e centere d o n th e round -
arc h doubl e f r o n t  doo r  whic h i s  mi r ro re d abov e b y a  s i n g l e door .  A  gabl e r o o f ,  no w 
covere d i n re d asbesto s sh ing les ,  run s th e lon g ax i s o f  th e b u i l d i n g .  A  cros s gabl e 
cover s th e rea r  wing ,  a  she d roo f  th e rea r  enclose d porch .  Bracket s ar e foun d unde r 
th e eave s alon g w i t h a n elegan t  geometri c  f r i e z e forme d o f  moldings .  Th e cypres s s i d i n g 
i s painte d wh i te . 

Becaus e o f  i t s ag e an d many occupants ,  th e hous e ha s bee n change d ove r  th e years . 
The mos t  marke d a l t e r a t i o n outs id e i s th e porch .  Roun d column s t o replac e th e o r i g i n a l s 
coul d no t  b e foun d i n 1947 ,  s o squar e p i l l a r s wer e use d an d th e porc h f l o o r  wa s f i n i s h e d 
i n concret e an d cerami c  t i l e .  Th e ba lus te r s o n th e balcon y ar e o r i g i n a l ,  however .  Th e 
window s an d door s o n th e mai n facade s ar e appropr ia t e t o th e per iod ,  excep t  f o r  on e 
alumintra i  screen .  I n th e rea r ,  a  screene d porc h wa s expande d s l i g h t l y an d enclosed .  A 
w a l l  separat in g th e l i v i n g roo m an d d in i n g roo m wa s move d back ,  an d th e f i r p l a c e s h i f t e d 
t o mak e th e spac e symmetrical .  Some i n t e r i o r  surface s wer e covered . 

Sinc e i t  date s fro m th e l a s t  day s o f  th e Gree k Reviva l  per iod ,  th e hous e wa s alway s 
simpl y d e t a i l e d .  Thes e a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  hav e made les s impac t  tha n the y migh t 
have .  Th e home i s  g rac ious l y decorated ,  usin g som e hand-carve d f u r n i t u r e an d Mrs . 
Yarbrough ^  e x q u i s i t e rug s an d needlepoint .  Th e o l d carve d s ta i rcas e i s  s t i l l  th e center ­
piec e o f  th e house . 

An unobtrusiv e 1940s-styl e fram e garag e i s  locate d t o th e eas t  o f  th e house .  Behin d 
th e hous e an d garag e s t re tche s a  larg e shade d yard . 

S ign i f i cance :  Perio d -  1800-1899 ;  Area s o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e -  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  exp lo ra t ion / 
set t lement .  Spec i f i c date s -  1868 . 
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The Ragsdale-Jackman-Yarbrough  House  i s the o ldest occupied residence i n town, and 
may also be the o ldes t  frame  house.  B u i l t  i n 1868, i t d isp lays the  symmetry  s t i l l 
popular from the  Greek  Revival pe r iod , embellished  w i t h  r e s t r a i n e d ,  ea r l y  I t a l i a n a t e 
d e t a i l .  I t s  owners  have  con t r i bu ted  much  to  l o c a l  h i s t o r y . 

Peter  Ragsdale,  who had the  house  b u i l t  of  lumber  hauled by  oxteam  from  Ind iano la , 
on the Gulf coast, was a veteran of the  Texas  Revolut ion. He had  sold  beef to Sam 
Houston's  army  and fought at the  b a t t l e  of San Jac in to .  A f t e r  the war, he establ ished 
a t r a d i n g  post i n the next county and  worked  as a  c i v i l  engineer.  A f t e r  h i s death, 
Mrs.  Ragsdale  operated a school f o r  g i r l s  and a  h o s p i t a l  f o r female Coronal students 
i n  the  home.  I n 1890, she  so ld  the  house  to W i l l i am Turner  ("Uncle  B i l l y " )  Jackman, 
who had  made  about 13  c a t t l e  d r i ves to nor thern  markets  over the previous 20 years. 
Jackman  was e lec ted t o the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n 1892, and served 20  c o l o r f u l  years. A 
legend  tha t  he kept pr isoners overnight i n the crawlspace  under  the  house  was  l e n t  credence 
when the present  owners  found a  t rap  door  i n the  l i b r a r y  f l o o r .  During  Woodrow  Wilson's 
two terms,  Jackman  was postmaster i n San  Marcos.  He was  known  f o r h i s  w e l l - t o l d  s t o r i e s 
of  Texas  h i s t o r y ,  and died i n 1939. I n 1947, the  house  was  bought  and re furb ished by 
Nancy  and Merle Yarbrough,  h i g h l y  respected San  Marcos  educators. 

B ib l iography: 

Tula  Townsend  Wyatt  and  Yancy  Yarbrough, "The  Yarbrough  Residence,  621  West  San 
Antonio  S t r e e t . "  Monograph  prepared f o r the Heritage Assoc ia t ion of San  Marcos 
Tours  of  D i s t i n c t i o n ,  1981. On  f i l e  a t the San  Marcos  Publ ic  L i b r a r y . 

Geographical  i n f o rma t i on :  Acreage  - less than one acre. 
UTM reference - 14 /  601780  /  3305670 

Verbal  Boundary  Desc r ip t i on - D.S.  Combs  A d d i t i o n ,  Block 1, east  pa r t  of Lot 1, 
west  pa r t  of Lot 2. The l o t  measures  99  f e e t  along  West  San Antonio, beginning at a 
po in t  50  f t .  no r th of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of W. San Antonio and  Jackman  St ree ts , and i s 
303  f t .  deep. 
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